




















> Next Steps

The story of education reform of schools in Dubai by the KHDA is still in its early days
but significant inroads have been made. The hard evidence we have gained from
international assessments on where we stand and from school inspections on individual
school performance has provided us with a launching pad for improvements to be
made. KHDA aims to establish Dubai as a global centre of educational excellence and
our revised strategy of quality, access and engagement provides the pathway for future
reform.

We have selected only a small number of reform measures from the vast array that
could have been adopted to ensure that the right tool was chosen for the right situation
and that this was done well. Other measures like vouchers were not considered and
engineering-type solutions like changing the curriculum or paying teachers higher
salaries were not available as options for KHDA in our federated structure. Instead, we
have chosen particular reform approaches and provided information to parents and
other stakeholders so that they can make an informed choice. The higher quality of
private schools and the slower pace of reform in the public school system have created
a trend of more national parents transferring their children to private schools; a trend
that is likely to continue until the public sector is seen as offering a comparable standard
of education.

Dubai is considered to be a leader in the region by attracting global talent and
investments. Many education regulators have a similar mix of issues that face Dubai:
a need to reform education and a licensing regime for private schools. Importantly,
the approach to reform needs to suit the particular context and in Dubai’s case this is
especially different with unique circumstances. Ourjourney of international assessments
and school inspections has provided us with a roadmap for continued education reform
as well as lessons for other education administrators to consider for their own reform
policies.




> Useful Links
KHDA Website:

http://www.khda.gov.ae

Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau:

http://www.khda.gov.ae/En/DSIB/InspectionBureau.aspx

The Official Portal of the Dubai Government:

http://www.dubai.ae/en.portal

Dubai Strategic Plan 2015:

http://www.dubai.ae/en.portal?topic,hm_dxbstgplan,0,&_nfpb=true&_pagelabel=misc

UAE Ministry of Education:

http://www.moe.gov.ae/English

MENA Development Report from World Bank:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/MENAEXT/0,,contentMDK:21
617643~pagePK:146736~piPK:226340~theSitePK:256299,00.html

TIMSS and PIRLS at the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement:

http://www.iea.nl/

PISA:

http://www.pisa.oecd.org






