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Explanation of the inspection levels used in the report

Outstanding- exceptionally high quality of performance or practice.
Good - the expected level of quality for every school in Dubai.

Acceptable - the minimum level of acceptability required for Dubai. All key aspects of performance
and practice in every school should meet or exceed this level.

Unsatisfactory - quality not yet at the level acceptable for schools in Dubai. Schools will be
expected to take urgent measures to improve the quality of any aspect of their performance or
practice that is judged at this level.

Dubai British School was inspected in October 2010 as part of the regular inspection of all
schools in Dubai. The inspection covered key aspects of the work of the school at all stages. It
evaluated students’ achievements, the effectiveness of the school, the environment for
learning, the school’s processes for self-evaluation and capacity for improvement. There was a
particular focus on students’ progress in Islamic Education (for Muslim students), Arabic,
English, mathematics and science.

Basic information about the school

Located in Emirates Hills, Dubai British School is a private school providing education for boys
and girls from Foundation Stage to post-16, aged three to 18 years. The school follows the
English National Curriculum and students complete GCSE and Advanced level examinations as
part of their studies. At the time of the inspection, there were 1151 students on roll. The
student attendance reported by the school for the last academic session was good.

As part of the inspection process, Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau analysed responses to on-
line questionnaires issued to parents. Parents were very happy with the school. They were
pleased with their children’s progress in English, mathematics and science and attributed this
to good teaching and effective leadership. A few parents felt that progress in Arabic was not as
good as in other subjects, but many commented positively on the improvements in this
subject. Parents were appreciative of wide range of extra-curricular opportunities, although a
minority felt that opportunities for younger students were lacking especially participating in
sports teams. They rated highly students’ behaviour and attitudes to work, and felt that
support for their health, safety, well-being and special educational needs were exemplary.
Parents were very happy with the much improved communication between the school and
themselves, and felt very well informed through meetings and reports. Almost all parents had
positive views about the inspection process although a few were unsure of how the school
had responded to the previous inspection. A minority of parents thought that the facilities
could be better, especially for sports.
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How well does the school perform overall?

Dubai British School was a good school with outstanding features. It was a rapidly improving
school which had embraced the inspection process and targeted key areas for improvement
well. The school was characterised by an inclusive, caring and purposeful ethos. The school had
responded positively and effectively to the recommendations of the previous report with
improvements in key areas such as attainment and progress, the curriculum and leadership.
The school’s determination to overhaul completely, the teaching and status of Arabic, and raise
attainment and progress, had begun to pay dividends. The culture of improvement which
pervaded the school meant that the capacity to further improve was very high. However,
consolidation in key initiatives was now needed to ensure further improvement in key areas
such as Arabic and attainment in Foundation Stage and post-16.

Attainment and progress in Islamic Education were good in all phases apart from secondary
and post-16 where progress was acceptable. In Arabic, both as a first and an additional
language, attainment and progress were acceptable. English attainment was outstanding in
primary and secondary and good in Foundation Stage and post-16. In mathematics and
science attainment and progress were outstanding in the primary and secondary phases and
good in the Foundation Stage and post-16 phase. The students displayed outstanding attitudes
and behaviour. Personal and social development was supported by well-developed systems to
ensure health, safety, care and support. The Extended Learning department provided high
quality support and challenge for students requiring additional help or extension in their
learning. The quality of teaching and learning was good overall but with some inconsistencies
in approach. Assessment practices were outstanding and impacted positively on attainment in
most key subjects. The curriculum had undergone significant enhancement and was
outstanding. The excellent devolved leadership demonstrated a clear vision for ongoing
improvement. Staffing, facilities and resources were good overall but growing student
numbers were increasing pressure on teaching space.
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Key features of the school

1 The school had an excellent, inclusive ethos with outstanding relationships between all
adults and students, and a high quality of care and support;

1 Students had impeccable behaviour, impressive attitudes to work and made a powerful
contribution to the school and local community;

1 Students’ learning was enhanced by an exciting, diverse and rich curriculum and
excellent assessment practices including student self-assessment;

{1 Outstanding leadership and management by senior staff, together with the very clear
commitment of all staff, ensured a strong culture of improvement and innovation;

1 Partnerships with parents provided a major contribution to students’ learning;
communication between school and families was outstanding;

1 The school’s total commitment to improving Islamic Education and Arabic had led to
improvements in teaching, learning, attainment and progress.

Recommendations

1 Continue to raise attainment in the Foundation Stage and post-16 phase across all
subjects, and especially in Arabic, to match the high attainment in the rest of the
school;

1 Fully embed the progress made in teaching and learning to ensure that all students are
independent learners and creative thinkers;

1 Further refine the role of subject leaders and co-ordinators to monitor and share best
practice across all subjects and phases of the school.

How good are the students’ attainment and progress in key
subjects?

Attainment in Islamic Education was good in all phases with good progress in primary and
acceptable progress in secondary and Post-16. In primary the majority of students could
memorise and recite short chapters from the Holy Qur'an with a few errors and they could
explain the meaning of verses. Students in Year 5 understood the value and the benefits of
group prayers, especially Friday prayer. In Year 9 the majority of students could explain the
concept of belief through their discussions on the meaning of chapters from The Holy Qur'an.
Students throughout the school developed their understanding of the behaviour expected of a
good Muslim. The progress made by primary school students was better than that of secondary
and post-16 students, especially in Qur'an recitation.
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Attainment and progress in Arabic as a first language were acceptable in the primary and
secondary phases. Most students had acceptable speaking skills and could answer questions
using limited vocabulary and they occasionally expressed themselves relying on English
phrases. Listening skills were acceptable. Students were able to follow familiar instructions
correctly. However, a few of the younger students needed the instructions to be translated.
The majority of students could read simple sentences with a few errors. By the time students
reached Year 11 they were able to read familiar texts with confidence and reasonable
comprehension. Across the school most students' skills in extended writing were
underdeveloped and limited to a few sentences.

Attainment and progress in Arabic as an additional language were acceptable in primary and
secondary phases. Most students listened well to teacher instruction with support in translation
at times. Students’ speaking skills were developing well. They could say simple sentences and
repeat simple phrases in response to what they saw from pictures and heard from their
teachers. The majority of students could recognise masculine and feminine forms of the words.
They could answer simple questions. Almost all students could read a few familiar words
based on memory but were dependent on visual prompts or objects to read. Students” writing
skills were below expectation across all phases. They could copy words and short sentences
but with errors in spelling. Students could not write short sentences accurately independent of
the teacher.

Attainment in all aspects of English was good and progress was outstanding in the Foundation
Stage. Attainment and progress were outstanding across all aspects of English in the primary
and secondary phases and were good at the post-16 phase. GCSE results were well above
international averages. By the post-16 phase, attainment in Advanced and AS level was good
as the number achieving the higher grades was less than expected. Almost all students across
all phases listened very well and older students understood challenging concepts. They spoke
confidently using extended vocabulary beyond that expected for their age. By Year 7, students
skilfully questioned each others’ oral presentations. Almost all students read with accuracy and
feeling. They wrote imaginatively, applying appropriate grammar rules in their creative and
report writing.

Attainment and progress in mathematics in the Foundation Stage were good. Children knew
basic 2D shapes including rectangles and squares; they knew colours and could make a repeat
pattern. Primary students’ attainment and progress were outstanding; they attained well
above international standards in end of key stage tests. Year 6 students could estimate and
measure accurately. In the secondary phase attainment and progress were outstanding. GCSE
results were well above international levels. Students in Year 11 understood the properties of
circles and worked confidently with the related theorems. Attainment and progress at post-16
were good. AS and A-level results were above world averages. Students had developed an
understanding of mathematical principles that enabled them to appreciate mathematics as a
logical and coherent subject.
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Attainment and progress in science were good in the Foundation Stage and post-16 and
outstanding in the primary and secondary phases of the school. Foundation Stage children
could name parts of the body and applied such knowledge in investigative activities. Most
children displayed scientific skills and enquiry in their learning. Primary students understood
the importance of fair testing, and had a basic understanding of forces and friction. GCSE
results were well above international averages. Secondary and Post-16 students had

developed a very good understanding of scientific processes and skills. They knew and
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