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General information   Students 

Location Al Barsha    Gender of students Boys and girls 

Type of school Private   Age range 3-18 
Opening year of 
school 2008   Grades or year 

groups KG 1-Grade 12 

Website  www.gemsworldacademy-
dubai.com 

  Number of students 
on roll 

1818 

Telephone 04-3736373 
  Number of children 

in pre-kindergarten 
0 

Address Al Barsha South, Dubai     
P.O. Box 126260 

  
Number of Emirati 
students 81 

Principal Stuart Walker   

Principal - Date 
appointed 8/1/2015    Number of students 

with SEND 99 

Language of 
instruction English   

Largest nationality 
group of students Arab 

Inspection dates 15 to 18 January 2018  
  

       

Teachers / Support staff   Curriculum 
Number of 
teachers 

184   Educational permit / 
Licence  

IB 

Largest 
nationality group 
of teachers 

British 
  

Main curriculum IB   

Number of 
teaching 
assistants 

79 
  External tests and 

examinations 
IBDP, IBMYP 

Teacher-student 
ratio 1:24 

  

Accreditation 

International 
Baccalaureate 
(IB) Council of 
International 
Schools (CIS) 

Number of 
guidance 
counsellors 

8 
  National Agenda 

benchmark tests  MAP 

Teacher turnover 21%     

 
 

School information 
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In order to judge the overall quality of education provided by schools, inspectors consider the six 

standards of performance that form the basis of the UAE School Inspection Framework (the 

framework). They look at childrenčs attainment and progress in key subjects, their learning skills 

and their personal and social development. They judge how effective teaching and the 

assessment of learning are across the school. Inspectors consider how well the schoolčs 

curriculum, including activities inside and outside classrooms, meet the educational needs of all 

students. They judge how well schools protect and support children. In addition, inspectors judge 

the effectiveness of leadership, which incorporates governance, management, staffing and 

facilities.  

Inspection judgements are drawn from evidence gathered by the inspection team, including 

observation of studentsč learning in lessons, review of their work, discussions with students, 

meetings with the staff, parents and governors, and review of surveys completed by parents, 

teachers and students. 

Judgements are made on a six-point scale  

DSIB inspection teams make judgements about different aspects, phases and subjects that form 

the work of the school, using the scale below, which is consistent with the framework. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quality of performance is significantly below the expectation of the UAE 

Quality of performance substantially exceeds the expectation of the UAE 

Quality of performance meets the minimum level of quality required in 
the UAE (This is the minimum level for every school in the UAE) 

Quality of performance is below the expectation of the UAE 

Quality of performance meets the expectation of the UAE (This is the 
expected level for every school in the UAE) 

Quality of performance exceeds the expectation of the UAE 

Outstanding 

Very good 

Good 

Acceptable 

Weak 

Very weak 



 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEMS World Academy was inspected by DSIB from 15 to 18 January 2018. The overall quality of 

education provided by the school is very good. The section below summarises the inspection 

findings for each of the six performance indicators described in the framework. 

Leadership and management 
The principal, with the full support of senior leaders and staff, is providing clear direction on 

the school's journey of continued improvement. Monitoring and evaluation are systematic and 

rigorous. Parents are closely involved in the life of the school.  Governors have a very good 

knowledge of the schoolčs performance. The excellent accommodation has been enhanced by 

a first class study lounge for senior students.  
 

Studentsč achievement  
Studentsč personal and social development, 

and their innovation skills 
Attainment and progress in the KG are 
outstanding and mostly very good in other 

phases. The apparent decline in mathematics 

and science in the PYP is a result of more 
accurate assessment.   Attainment in Islamic 

education in the MYP has improved and is 
now good, as has attainment in Arabic as a 

first language in the DP, which is acceptable. 

 Studentsč behaviour is exemplary. They have 
exceptionally positive attitudes and take 

pride in their achievements. Most have a 

strong work ethic and participate in a wide 
range of environmental initiatives and 

charity events, drawing on their well-
established innovative and entrepreneurial 

skills. While most understand the centrality 

of Islamic values to the culture of the UAE, 

for a few this is less secure. 

 

Teaching and assessment  Curriculum  
The protection, care, 

guidance and support of 
students 

Outstanding teaching in the 
KG and PYP is based on 

teachersč deep 

understanding of how young 

students learn. Teaching in 

the MYP and DP has 
improved because more 

accurate assessment 

information is being used to 

match work to studentsč 

abilities and attainment 
levels. In a few lessons, the 

level of challenge is not high 

enough and   critical 
thinking is not sufficiently 

developed. 
 

 The curriculum provides 
numerous opportunities for 

students to develop 

entrepreneurial and 

innovation skills. Older 

students are provided with 
a wide range of choices. 

Assessment information is 

used very effectively to 

adapt the curriculum to 

meet the learning needs of 
all groups of students. A 

wide range of extra-

curricular activities and 
educational visits enhance 

studentsč learning and 
provide memorable 

experiences. 

 Systems for safeguarding 
students are extensive and 

highly effective. All staff are 

provided with appropriate 

training. Child protection 

and safeguarding policies 
are clear and understood by 

all. Students appreciate the 

guidance they receive on 

subject options, careers and 

university 
entrance. Provision and 

support for students with 

SEND is outstanding. 
 

 

Summary of inspection findings 2017-2018 
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¶ The inclusive nature of the school that ensures high quality care and support for all 

students, particularly those with special educational needs 

¶ The outstanding environment for learning in the Kindergarten and childrenčs excellent 

attainment and progress in English, mathematics and science 

¶ Studentsč outstanding personal development and sense of social responsibility 

¶ The excellent arrangements for keeping students safe and promoting healthy life styles 

¶ The very effective use made of the excellent accommodation and resources to support 

learning, and the outstanding partnerships with parents. 

  

¶ Raise attainment and accelerate progress in studentsč day-to-day learning in Arabic as a 

first and additional language, by ensuring that teaching is consistently of high quality. 

¶ Increase the proportion of outstanding teaching in the MYP and DP by ensuring that in all 

lessons students are provided with a consistently high level of challenge and 

opportunities to apply their critical thinking skills. 
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Very good  

 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Learning skills Outstanding  Outstanding Very good  Very good  

 

 

 
 

  KG PYP MYP DP 

Islamic education 
Attainment 

Not 

applicable 
Good  Good  Good  

Progress 
Not 

applicable  
Good   Good  Good  

Arabic as a first 

language 

 

 

Attainment 
Not 

applicable  
Good  Acceptable  

Acceptable 

 

Progress 
Not 

applicable   
Good  Acceptable  Acceptable  

Arabic as an 

additional language 

 

 

Attainment 
Not 

applicable  
Acceptable  Acceptable  

Not 

applicable  

Progress 
Not 

applicable  
Good  Acceptable  

Not 

applicable  

English 

 

 

Attainment Outstanding Outstanding  Very good  Very good  

Progress Outstanding  Outstanding  Very good  Very good  

Mathematics 

 

 

Attainment Outstanding  Very good  Very good  Good  

Progress Outstanding  Very good  Very good  Very good  

Science 

 

 

Attainment Outstanding  Very good  Very good  Very good  

Progress Outstanding  Very good  Very good  Very good  
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 KG PYP MYP DP 

Personal development Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Understanding of Islamic values 

and awareness of Emirati and 

world cultures 

Outstanding Very good Very good Very good 

Social responsibility and 

innovation skills 

Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Teaching for effective learning 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Very good

 

Very good

 

Assessment 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Very good

 

Very good

 
 

 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Curriculum design and 

implementation 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding  Outstanding  

Curriculum adaptation 
Outstanding

 

Very good Very good  Very good  

 
 KG PYP MYP DP 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection / 

safeguarding 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Care and support 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

 

The effectiveness of leadership Very good  

School self-evaluation and improvement planning Very good  

Parents and the community Outstanding  

Governance Very good  

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Outstanding  

  

5. The protection, care, guidance and support of students 
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In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President and Prime Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched 

the UAE National Agenda 2021, with education being a prime 

focus. The National Agenda includes two major objectives 

developed with the intention of placing the UAE among the most 

successful countries that provide world-class education. By 2021, 

it is expected that the UAE will feature in the top twenty countries 

in the ČProgramme for International Student Assessmentč (PISA) test and in the top fifteen 

countries in the ČTrends in Mathematics and Science Studiesč (TIMSS) test.  

In response to this, each participating school was issued a report on their studentsč performance 

in these international assessments and, in addition, they were provided with clear targets for 

improving their performance. In 2015, KHDA launched the National Agenda Parameter (NAP), 

which is a method for measuring and monitoring schoolsč progress towards achieving their 

individual National Agenda targets through the use of external benchmarking assessments.  

The following section focuses on the impact of the National Agenda Parameter in meeting the 

schoolčs targets: 

 

¶ The students' attainment for the National Agenda Parameter (N.A.P.) tests in English, 

mathematics and science meets expectations.  

¶ The school meets the registration requirements for the National Agenda Parameter 

¶ Leaders at all levels in the school, including the governors, clearly understand the N.A.P. data. 

A well-constructed action plan identifies the steps needed to enhance the development of 

teaching and learning to meet National Agenda targets. 

¶ Thorough analyses of external benchmark (MAP) and student potential (CAT4) data provide a 

full understanding of both individual and group strengths and weaknesses. 

¶ The order and challenge of the curriculum has been adjusted to ensure students have covered 

the material required for PISA and TIMSS testing. 

¶ In most subjects, data is used well to modify teaching and to plan work that is appropriately 

challenging for students. However, in a few subjects, the level of work provided is not 

sufficiently challenging. 

¶ Students and their parents have access to N.A.P. data.  Students use these, in conjunction with 

teachers, to set their learning targets.   

 

Overall, the school's provision for achieving National Agenda targets is above expectations. 

 

  

National Priorities  
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As part of the UAE National Agenda, the DSIB continues to focus 

on the achievement of Emirati students. The Emirati Students 

Achievement project was launched in September 2017, to 

prioritise provision for Emirati students across Dubai.  

The focus of the inspection is to evidence how effective schools 

are in raising the achievement of Emirati students. Schools are 

asked to prioritise the data-informed adaptations to the curriculum 

and to teaching and learning, as required, to raise the aspirations of students, expectations of 

staff and subsequent achievements of students.  

The following section focuses on the quality of the schoolčs activity in working towards raising 

the achievement of Emirati students. 

Three strands are reported on (each with three elements):  i) Governance and Leadership. 

ii) Learning and Intervention. iii) Personalisation 

 

¶ All senior leaders and staff, are committed to the full inclusion of the increasing number 

of Emirati students. Regular reviews are held to ensure that both academic and personal 

support is appropriate for newly admitted Emirati students. A community liaison officer 

ensures parents are informed of school events. 

¶ Emirati students generally demonstrate enthusiasm for learning and are receptive to 

support and advice. Most enter the school with significant gaps in English, as shown in 

CAT4 verbal reasoning data. However, many show greater potential when comparison is 

made between their verbal reasoning and non-verbal or quantitative reasoning scores. 

Additional support is provided where appropriate.  

¶ In most lessons, the curriculum is adapted well to meet the individual needs of Emirati 

students. In general, these adaptations are focused on language development and 

reading skills to help them achieve their potential. A few younger Emirati students of 

determination are provided with personalised curricular pathways to meet their broader 

social development needs.  

 

The schoolčs provision for raising the achievement of Emirati students is above expectations. 

  

 Students  


