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Explanation of the inspection levels used in the report

Outstanding- exceptionally high quality of performance or practice.
Good - the expected level of quality for every school in Dubai.

Acceptable - the minimum level of acceptability required for Dubai. All key aspects of performance
and practice in every school should meet or exceed this level.

Unsatisfactory - quality not yet at the level acceptable for schools in Dubai. Schools will be
expected to take urgent measures to improve the quality of any aspect of their performance or
practice that is judged at this level.

Emirates International School - Jumeirah was inspected in February 2011 as part of the reqular
inspection of all schools in Dubai. The inspection covered key aspects of the work of the school
at all stages. It evaluated students’ achievements, the effectiveness of the school, the
environment for learning, the school’s processes for self-evaluation and capacity for
improvement. There was a particular focus on students” progress in Islamic Education (for
Muslim students), Arabic, English, mathematics and science.

Basic information about the school

Located in Umm Al Sheif, Emirates International School - Jumeirah is a private school providing
education for boys and girls from Kindergarten to post-16, aged four to 18 years. The school
was making the transition from a UK curriculum to the International Baccalaureate (IB)
curriculum. The Principal had been appointed shortly before the inspection commenced. At the
time of the inspection, there were 1,859 students on roll. The student attendance reported by
the school for the last academic session was acceptable.

Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau analysed responses to an on-line questionnaire completed by
parents. Most parents said they were happy with the quality of education available. A majority
of parents were satisfied with their children’s progress in Islamic Education, Arabic,
mathematics and science while a smaller number were satisfied with progress in English. A
significant minority thought teaching and learning were less than good while most were happy
with the extra-curricular opportunities provided. A majority of respondents felt there were
sufficient equipment and learning resources and that the behaviour of students was at least
satisfactory. A majority said their children did not need a lot of additional help at home and
that the students were treated fairly. A majority stated that the school was helpful with future
career choices, promoted a healthy lifestyle and dealt effectively with bullying. Almost all felt
their children were safe at school. Most said they were happy with communication from the
school and the school’s responses to parental concerns. They expressed satisfaction with the
timing and content of reports and parent-teacher meetings, while a smaller number were
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happy with the level of parental involvement in the work of the school. A majority said the
school was well led. A significant number of respondents felt the school had not responded
well to the recommendations of the previous inspection and that there were limited
improvements since. The greatest strength of the school was identified as the teaching, while
the examination results and the promotion of Emirati culture were areas prompting most
parental concerns.

How well does the school perform overall?

Emirates International School - Jumeirah provided a good quality of education, overall. The
school performed effectively in almost all aspects of its work and delivered well on its promise
to parents. The school had made good progress in addressing the recommendations from the
previous inspection report and the capacity of the school to improve further was good.

Attainment across the key subjects was good, with the exception of English and Arabic as an
additional lanquage, where it was acceptable. Progress was good in almost all key subjects at
all phases of the school. There had been significant improvement in Islamic Education and
mathematics in the primary grades. Teaching for effective learning was good. The school had
made a positive response to the recent changes in leadership and the new senior leadership
team set a positive standard for students, parents, teachers and other leaders. Self-evaluation
arrangements were good and the school’s understanding of its current status was realistic and
specific.

Key features of the school

1 The new senior leadership team had worked effectively to set a new direction for the
school;

1 Students and teachers demonstrated very positive relationships throughout the school;

1 A wide range of interesting and relevant extra-curricular activities was available to all
students;

1 There was a clear vision for the curriculum that had widespread support as its
implementation began;

1 There was improvement in Islamic Education and mathematics in the primary phase.

Recommendations

1 Continue to raise attainment and progress across key subjects;

1 Ensure greater consistency in teaching and learning for adhering to the principles of the
IB curriculum;

1 Improve the quality of assessment across the school through the effective use of data
in lessons;

T Set ambitious cohort and individual attainment targets and ensure that learning
outcomes are identified and shared effectively;
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1 Continue the implementation of the IB curriculum across the school based on a sound
understanding of its principles and practice.

How good are the students’ attainment and progress in key
subjects?

Overall, attainment and progress in Islamic Education were good. Most students could recite
the verses of The Holy Qur'an with an understanding of the general meaning of the verses. In
the primary grades most students had basic knowledge of Islamic principles such as daily
prayers, the pillars of Islam and the articles of faith. In secondary classes the majority of
students had good knowledge about the Prophet Mohammad’s life (PBUH), his companions
and followers. They also understood Islamic values and explained how they applied them in
their daily lives. In post-16 grades, most students were able to discuss the place of women,
marriage and divorce in Islam. They could list the different types of marriages. However, only a
few could explain in detail their duties and responsibilities as Muslims.

Attainment and progress in Arabic as a first language were good. Most students had good
listening skills. They were able to follow instructions accurately and could understand and
respect the views of others. Most students had a rich vocabulary of words in standard Arabic
and they were able to express themselves using a wide range of terms and ideas. Almost all
students read confidently with few errors; they could read both familiar and unfamiliar texts
well. They could interpret the plots and predict the outcomes of the stories accurately. The
majority of students had good writing skills; they wrote imaginatively and in a variety of
genres. However, only a few students had an appropriate level of grammatical understanding
and could apply it independently.

Attainment and progress in Arabic as an additional language were acceptable. Across the
school listening skills were the strongest of all skills. Most students were able to understand
most spoken words and follow instructions accurately. The majority of students had a range of
vocabulary and they could express themselves using simple sentences however they struggled
when using standard Arabic. Most students could read familiar words and short sentences.
They had difficulty in pronouncing a few letters. Across the school the majority of students’
skills in extended writing were underdeveloped and limited to a few words or sentences.
There were insufficient opportunities for creative writing or extended writing. A minority of
students had a basic knowledge of grammar and only a few students could apply grammar
rules in wider contexts.

Attainment in English was acceptable in all stages. Progress was acceptable in Kindergarten 2
but good in the primary, secondary and post-16 grades. Many Kindergarten children began
school with limited English and quickly expanded their vocabularies. A few read and spoke
fluently. Most made progress in recognising and speaking words and phrases, but had too few
opportunities to explore language creatively or use full sentences. Attainment in the primary
years varied widely. The initial deficit in English had not been fully overcome but students
were making strong progress, especially in Grades 4 to 6. Written work sometimes showed a
rich vocabulary. Generally, reading, speaking and listening were secure, showing signs of a
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positive response to recent curriculum changes. In secondary and post-16 classes, results on
external tests broadly matched international expectations but the school enabled students,
including those learning English as a second language, to make good progress.

Attainment and progress in mathematics in Kindergarten 2 and in the primary grades were
good. In the secondary and post-16 grades, attainment was acceptable and progress was
good. Kindergarten children had sound knowledge of numbers, could identify two-dimensional
shapes and could create repeating patterns. They had not developed deeper understanding of
abstract concepts through play and practical activities and their mathematical language skills
were not well-developed. Grade 6 students had strong mental arithmetic skills and could
quickly recall multiplication facts. In Grade 11 students were able to use mental arithmetic to
support learning in other areas of mathematics and made good progress in solving equations.
Opportunities to use mathematics as a tool across the curriculum were limited. .

In science, students’ attainment and progress in Kindergarten and primary, were good. In
secondary, attainment was acceptable and progress was good. Among post-16 students
attainment and progress were good. Throughout the school students were developing enquiry
skills well. Kindergarten children quickly learned which foods were healthy. Grade 6 students
had good knowledge of the human body. A few Grade 7 students applied their knowledge of
acids and alkalis to understand the safety of household materials. Grade 9 students raised
questions and used their knowledge of genetics to discuss cloning. Grade 10 students had
difficulty making predictions. A few students in Grade 11 were not able to differentiate
between voltage and current. In post-16, students identified isomers and discussed ultra-
filtration within kidneys.

How good is the students’ personal and social development?

Almost all the students’ behaviour and attitudes were good. They behaved responsibly and
maturely, co-operating and helping each other well. Students enjoyed very good relationships
with teachers and were respectful to them; this was reciprocated. Across the school almost all
had good levels of self-discipline. In the lower primary grades a few students were often too
intent on pleasing the teacher rather than completing tasks for their own good. Most of the
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