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School information

General information

Location

Type of schol

Opening year of school
Website

Telephone

Address

Principal

Language of instruction

Inspection dates

Emirates Hills

Private

2005

www.diadubai.com

04-3684111

POBOX 118111 Emiratedills, Dubai
Pratibha Rao

English

21 -24 March, 2016

Gender of students

Students Boys and girls
Age range 3-18
Grades or year groups Kindergartenl to Year B
Number of students on roll 2,072
w Number of children in prekindergarten 150
Number of Emirati students 23
& Number of studentswith SEND 86
Largest nationality group of students Indian
Teachers / Support staff Number of teachers 156
Largest nationality group of teachers UK
m Number of teaching assistants 33
;‘ Teacherstudent ratio 1:13
= Number of guidance courallors 3
Teacher turnover 29%
Curriculum Educational permit /License IB
Main curriculum B

External tests and examinations
Accreditation

National Agenda benchmark tests

IBT, GL, CAT4, SAT1, SATZ2, PSAT.

CIS, NEASIBO

G, IBT
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ummary for parents and the community

Dubai International Academyvas inspected by DSIB fror21 to 24 March, 2016 The overall quality of education
provided by the school was found to beutstanding

In orderto judge the overall quality of education provided by the school, inspectors considered six key standards

of performance. I nspectors | ooked at childrenc¢s att
their personal and social development. They judged how effective teaching and the assessment of learning were
across the school . |l nspectors considered how well t

classrooms, met the educational needs of all children. They juabbow well the school protected and supported
children. In addition inspectors judged the effectiveness of leadership and governance, including management,
staffing, facilities and resources.

The inspection judgements were drawn from evidence gathered ke inspection team, including observing
children learning in lessons, looking at their work, talking with children, meetings with the staff, parents and

governors, and reviewing the parents¢, teachersc¢ an
200,
KHDA
family

2015 - 2016 Outstanding

2014 - 2015 Good

2013 - 2014 Good

2012 - 2013 Good
2011 - 2012 Good
2010 - 2011 Good

2009 - 2010 i
2008 -2009 > Acceptable

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016 3
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How well did the school perform overall?

Overall,Dubai International Academyrovided anoutstanding quality of education for its students.

1 Progress in all subjectand phases was at least good, except in Arabic as an additional language in M
where it was accetable. In English, mathematics and science, across the school, it was outstand
Attainment was acceptable in Arabim all phases as was Islamic education in the PYFhe development
of learning skills across the school was outstanding.

1 Most students were extremely selfdisciplined, had excellent attitudes to learning and very stron
relationships with each other and the adults in the school. They hadtremely well developed personal
and social skills, a commendable knowledge of the local heritage atglamic values and very strong sens
of social responsibility in the community and wider society.

1  Mostteachers werdnspiring and created a vibrant environment in which students could learn. They ma
excellent use of the comprehensive assessment systentg provide activities in the classrooms tha
successfully built on prior learning.

1 The curriculum was extremely weltlesigned,offering choice and enrichmentlt was carefully modified to
take accountof the needs of the studentsthe United Arab Emirates (UAE)context and National Agends
priorities.

1 All students were provided with a safe environment. Care and welfare was given the highest priori
Students with ecial educational needs and disabilitySENPwere identified early and given excellent
support to enable them to succeed in their lessons.

1 This excellent provision and these admirable outcomes were a result of outstanding leadership at
levels, skilful teachers, hardworking support staffand informed governance Leaders had successfull
committed themselves to partnerships with parents and the community to furthemprove the education
of all students.

What did the school do well?

1 Outstanding developmentoé t ud e nt s ¢ Ihighaguality teaghing, &ccutate assessments ar
a very well designed curriculum all lé to at least good progressputstanding in English, mathematics
and sciencein almost all phases.

9 Outstanding cae and support in the school hagproduced students with extremely well developed
personal and social ski#l, a commendable knowledge of the local heritage and Islamic values and ve
strong sense of social responsibility in the community and wider society.

Outstanding provign for health and safety allowedstudents to fully focus on their learning.

Outstandirg facilities and staffing, especially an excellent provision for training for teachefacilitated
high quality learning.

9 Outstanding governance anttadership at all levels wa the key reason for all the above outcomes.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016 4
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What does the school ned to do next?

1 Improve progress to at least very good in Arabias first language and Islamic @ucation by raising
teachersc¢ expectations, i mproving opportun
collaboration and esuring that assessmentubrics were better aligned to theMoE curriculum.

1 Increase the expectations andexpertise of teachers to developst udent s¢ ski |
additional language, with a specialdcus on speaking and writingparticularly in the MYP phase, t
better meet the varied needs of individual students.

7 Studentswith SENDmade good progress in Islamic Educati@nd Arabic. Theynade very good progress
in English, mathematics and science.

1 Parents received reports regularly from the teachers. Email was used frequently to keep parents inforr
on an ongoing basis. Parents often visited the teacherandthe SENDroordinators for updates ortheir

c hi prajEss.
1 There were very good communication procedures in place to keep parents informed. The parent®
were interviewed, praised the school for the information that was supplied.

1 Parents were very involved in the drawing up of Individal Education Plans (IEPs). Parents had a cen
role in making sure that their children were following the IEPs and using the strategies for learnitiat
were set out in them.

1 The school provided some support and guidance to parents througbrkshopsand social events.School
leaders acknowledged that this was an area to be developed further.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016 5
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National Agenda Parameter

' ‘ In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, MReesident and Prime

Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched the UNBtional Agenda 2021, with
education being a prime focus. The National Agenda includes two major objectiy
developed with the intent of placing the UAE among the most successful countries tf
provide world-class education. By 2021, it is expected thétte UAE will feature in the top

= twenty countries in the CProgramme for
‘i:%f‘inthetop fifteen countries in the C7
: test.

In response to this, each participatingg ¢ h o o | was iissued a report on

international assessments and in addition, they were provided with clear targets for improving their performan
This academic year, KHDA introduced the National Agenda Parameter, wtsch method for measuring and
monitoring schools¢ progress towards ac houghthe nsg of
external benchmarking assessments.

Main points
1 The school met the registration requirements of the National Agendar@meter.

1 Progress towards meeting the National Agenda targets was above expectation

1 The school had promoted awareness and understanding of the National Agenda vision and the Nati
Agenda Targets among its staff and community through regularly discussat staff meetings, assemblies
and newsletters. Students were able to talknowledgeably aboutthe National Agenda. However, parent
were less aware of the National Agendand its implications for school practice

1 Analysis of PISA and TIMMfSsessmentshad informed curriculum review. The skills that were tested i
international assessments had been identified and additional subject content had been included. Se
staff in MYP and DP had ensured systematic planning for students' progression and cotyiruirelevant
subject skills and knowledge.

1 Changes to teaching practices were supported by training. For example, senior staff led sessions to dev
teachers' questioning skills to deepen students' learningtudents throughout the school fran a very
early age had regular opportunities to investigatesolve open-ended problems and apply their learning
to real life situations.

9 The school had embraced the usef digital learning. Staff waswe | | trained and
Device¢ (BY@OERyypelfifextwase . efficcentase ofdigtal teahnology tvas the
norm. For example theycommunicated with eachother and their teacher through 'Edmodo’. And teache

used Plickes App toimmediatelyviews t udent s.¢ answer s

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016 6
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Innovation in education

The UAE Vision 202%ets out the National Agenda for the UAE to be among the most

innovative nations in the world. The National Innovation Strategy sets the context for B A
Cinnovation¢ and Clnnovaisforveealuatlrmg@m)le:amiprwabe D} Iip’r o
schools in order to deliver a worleclass education for all children in the UAE. Y4

Innovation is driven by a commitment to excellence and continuous improvement. Itis based - %P
on curiosity, the willingness to take risks, t@xperiment and to test assumptions as well as -l Q

guestioning and challenging the status quo. Being innovative is about looking beyond what
we currently do well, identifying the great ideas of tomorrow and putting them into practice.

Promoting a culture of nnovation:

1 School leaders were committed to Innovation as a rmtional priority and innovative practices anc
approaches were implicitly embedded within th
as aschool community, what innovation meanto the school, and how it wasto be implemented into the
curriculum. Teachers receivettaining on developing inquiry skills and critical thinking in lessons. Th
school made innovative useof internal and external spaces to maximise opportunities fozollaborative
and investigativelearning, sport and recreation.The school was very well resourced to support learnin
through inquiry. Technology wasffectivelyu s ed t o support the develils
and assessment practices.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016 7
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Owerall school performance

Outstandingt

1.St udent sé achievement

KG PYP MYP DP
Islamic education
Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Good Good
‘m' Progress Not applicable Good 1‘ Good Good
Arabic as a first
language Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable
- Progress Not applicable Good"‘ Good"‘ Good"‘
Arabic as an
additional language | Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable Not applicable
= Progress Not applicable Good1l Acceptable Not applicable
English
Attainment Very good“ Very good‘1l Outstanding Outstanding
Progress Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
Mathematics
Attainment Very good"L Very good"L Outstanding Very gOOd"L
Jx 8R8
+x
X Progress Outstanding Outstanding“k Outstanding Outstanding“k
Science
Y- Attainment Good Outganding 1 Very good"L Outstanding
A Progress Outstanding Outstanding" Very good"l Outstanding"
KG PYP MYP DP
Learning skills Outstanding Outstandina Outstanding'f Outstanding

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016
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2.Studens ¢ personal and social devel opment,
KG PYP MYP DP
Personal developme Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
[ dll0 (J O cl cl E Al l(l
awareness o ati and world Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
OCla eSP0 0 Al l( OVdo . . q 5
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
3. Teaching and assessment
KG PYP MYP DP
eachimy for effective lea 0 Outstanding Outstanding'* Outstanding'* Outstanding
Asse € Outstanding Very good“k Very good“ Outstanding
KG PYP MYP DP
leme '; hhab Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
adaptatio Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

KG PYP MYP DP
e al 10 ale U ()
arrangeme 0 d protectio Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
aleguard 0
are and suppo Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
6. Leadership andnanagement
All phases

The effectiveness of leadership Outstanding
School selfevaluation and improvement planning Outstanding"
Parents and the community Outstanding
Governance Outstanding

Management, staffing, facilities ad resources Outstanding

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 20152016 9
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A

Main inspection report

The Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau (DSIB) is responsible for inspecting and reporting on the standards
reached by students and the quality of educatio

Judgements are made on a sigoint scale

m Acceptable» Very good Outstanding

Using this scale, theVain inspection reportontains the judgements about the different aspects,
phases and subjects that form the work of the school.

It provides the reasons for the answers to the questis in the Summary for parents and the
community.

1 How well did the school perform overall?
1 What did the school do well?
1 What does the school need to do next?

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 2018016 10
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1. Student sé achievement

Attainment Progress
Islamic education Not applicabe Not applicable
Arabic as a first language Not applicable Not applicable
Arabic as an additional language Not applicable Not applicable
English Very good® Outstanding
Mathematics Very good"l Outstanding
Science Good Outstanding

1 In English, hildren attained very well against the expectecturriculum standards. All, including those fg
whom English was an additional language (EAmade excellent progress from their std in school They
listened attentively to teachers and each other. Almost all were very confident speakers, asked questi
and conveyed their ideas clearly. In KG1, most children knew letters and their symbols and could bl
them to make simple words. ByKG2, most wrote words and labeland had started to write simple
sentences with capitals and full stopsTheywere at an early stage ofdeveloping their independent story
writing. The pogress of children withSENDQvas very good.

1 The large majority of chidlren had achieved beyondwhat was expected in mathematics They
had developed their knowledge, skills and understanding of concepts very well. They were confide
counting and matching numbers and symbols. They used their skills in different situations;tsas reading
numbers on measuring jugs or counting how many children were at activities. Most were able to builc
two- or three-pattern sequence with colours, shapes and objectdlany made complex patterns from
building blocks. In role-play, children erjoyed organising play materials in their shops dnternet cafe and
serving customers. Children witENDnade very good progress.

1 Across the phase almost all children had gained good scientific inquiry skills. They made
very positive progress in lessonsand from their startof the year.In KG1, theyexplored habitats of mini
beasts and identified the differencedbetween them. They had studied what plants needed to grow an
knew the correct terms for different parts of flowers. By KG2, they predicted thepacity of different
vessels in water play. Overall, childrehad strong knowledge and skills but were less able to explatheir
findings. The progress of children witENDvas very good.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 2018016 11
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Subjects

Attainment Progress

Islamic education
Arabic as a first language

Arabic as an additional language

English

Mathematics

Good"‘

Good'f

Good'f
Outstanding

Acceptable
Acceptable
Acceptable
Very good'f

Very good'f Outstanding’f

Science OJtstanding'f

Outstanding‘f

f I'n I sl amic educati on, most studentsc¢ attai nme
recent work, they demonstrated knowledge andunderstanding oflslamic concepts that were in line vith
curricubm expectations. In ¥ar 6, for example, students could compare between minor and majsigns
of hypocrisy The majority of students were making better than expected progressyainst their starting
points. h particular st udent s ¢ p @tomgane memorization of ¢he Hly Quikan, especially

among Arabic speaking studentsvas strong

The attainment of most students in Arabic as the first languageas in line with curriculum standardsOf
all the language skills, isteningand speaking were the strongest The useof standard Arabic was
developed and studentsshowed acceptable confidenceand fluency when expresshg their ideas and
opinions. Most students were developing theireading forcomprehensionskills at a slower rate Students
couldaccurdely write sentences however their extended writing was limited. The majorityof students
were making better than expectedprogresswith their listening, speaking, reading andwriting skillsin
relation to their starting point and learning objectives. Theprogresstended to accelerate towardshe
end of the phase.

In Arabic as an additional language, ost studentswere able to followt h e t e iastruct@onssadd
answer questions related to familiar topics they rdlearned previously. They were able tose associated
vocabularyto form correctly structured short sentences in answer to direct questions. Most stude|
understood short &xts about commontopics. They read with accurate pronunciation and intonatio
Writing skills for the majority of studerts, were in line with expectations. A gnificant number of students
were able to construct a number of senteces independently witha few common mistakes.In nearly all
the lessons obsered, the majority of students maa better than expected progress inelation to stated
learning objectives. However, the more able studenisere not always sufficiently challenged

In English, by Year,@nost students demonstrated articulate speaking and attentive listening skills. The
contributed to wellwritten piecesfor a wi de range of purposes andc
from their increasingly wide readingYear 1 studentscould re-tell familiar stories,whilst in Year 6 students
explored poetry composition. These skills had consistentgnabled a large majority of studentsto reach
attainment levels above curricular norm@&nd above international standards. Girls attained more high
than boys across all years. Most studentsicludingthose with SEND, made better than expected progre!
from their starting points. There was scope to develop further the progress of boys to help them atte
more in line with girls.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 2018016 12
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1 In mathematics, most studentsattained levels that were above the average in the Internationa
Benchmarking Test (IBTIn lessons and in tkeir workbooks,a large majority ofstudents demonstrated an
above age understanding of number, shape and data handling. Their ability to solve problems w
extremely well developed. This was becausesichersused a variety of activities and strategies tha
ensured studentsc¢ confi dence,.Pbblem eolvingyas annintegral art
of learning within each unit.Progress, both over time and in lessons, was rapid.

1 The addition of a Fimary science laboratory enhanced the hanesn approachin the PYP. &entific method
and critical thinking were featuresof almost all classrooms. Most students in Yedrcould demonstrate
how friction worked, by Year4, most could usemicroscopes to find micreorganisms and students in Year
6 researtied environmental issues. Most students could also make reabrld connections with their
science knowledge, had very strong practical skills andere able to plan their own experimental
investigations. Older students were also required to write essays anthke very successful presentation
in response to conceptual questions. A good example wéte studiesof the solar systemby students in
Year 5 As a result students achieved exceptionally well.

Attainment

Progress

Islamic education Good Good
Arabic as a first language Acceptable Good"‘
Arabic as an additional language Acceptable Acceptable
English Outstanding Outstanding
Mathematics Outstanding Outstanding
Science Very good'f Very good1‘

1 In Islamic education, the majority of students developed knowledge, understanding and skills levels tl
were above curriculum expectationsThey could memorize prescribed verses and apply recitation rul
approprigely. Year 9 students demonstrated a wellleveloped understanding of benefits of Zakat, way
to pay it and the implications for social justice. Strong links were made to real life and local contest In
lessors and in their recent work, students made be#r progress than expected, in particulain Qui&n
recitation. This resulted in good attainment and progress overall.

! The attainment ofmost students in Arabic as dirst language was in line with curriculumexpectations
Most studentswere able to demondrate a basic competency in their language skills. In speakinmost
students could expresstheir ideas and opinions. Theise d standard Arabic was developingnd
studentsshowed appropriateconfidence and fluencyvhen expressing their ideas and opions. The skills
of most studentsin reading for comprehensiorwere in line with expectations. The majority of students
were making better than expected progressin all language skills. However, mgress in developing
speaking and listening was faster tham writing.

1 In Arabic as an additional languagethe attainment of most students was in line with curriculum
expectations Moststudents were able to respond reasonably o t hei r t eacher sc¢
take part in simple conversationstalking about daily routines, likes and dislikespurchasing items, and
weather conditions. In reading, most students ha&merging decoding skills and could read shorte
sentences and understand themain idea presented in a given text. In writing, most students wer
beginning to apply learnt grammar rules. When supported with picture promptsord logs or sentence
patterns, students could writea few extended sentencesProgress in all language aspects was line with
curriculum expectationgor all groups of studats.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 2018016 13
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1 In English,the well-developed reading comprehension skills of most studenenabled them to attain
above expected levels in internal examination, and against curricular and international standards. On e
to MYP, most students built well on theifluent speaking skills, critical listening abilities, and increasin
facility in writing. As a result, most could expressn increasingly cogent and often insightful termstheir
responses to the literary textsthat they read. A minority of students had yeto develop the precision
required in their writing. Across the phase, most students made better than expected progress from th
individual starting points, both over time and in lessons. All groups of students made similaogress.

1 Inmathematics,hes c hool €¢s i nt er n &dattdinmentlevelsofimosvssudentoniera well |
above the school's curriculum standard#ternational benchmark tests results were not quite so strong
In lessons, tudents demonstrated avery strong understanding ofmathematical concepts and were able
to apply them to real life situations.They were able tomake excellent use otechnologyin orderto solve
mathematical problems.Most students madebetter than expectedprogress from their starting points in
relation to their curriculum expectations as well as against the learning objectives of the lessons.

1 A large majority of studentsin science were able to explainin depth their learning and how it relaed to
real life issues In Year 11, studentsnvestigated corosion not onlyfrom the viewpoint of chemistry, but
alsorelated to associated social and economjerspectives Practicaktudiesand other handson activities
were a feature of MYP science&fear 10 students exami ned biiatsdYean
8 students delved into the structure and function of leaves and Year 7 students tested dg@be indicators
they had made at home. Technology was used very effectively for research, recording information &
preparing presentationsThese factos led to very goodattainment and progressfor all groups of students.

Attainment

Progress

Islamic education Good Good
Arabic as a first language Acceptable Good‘f
Arabic as an additional language Not apdicable Not applicable
English Outstanding Outstanding
Mathematics Very good"‘ Outstanding'f
Science Outstanding Outstanding"‘

1 In Islamic educationthe majority of students had good knowledge, understading and skills. In lessons
and in their recent work, they demonstrated standards that were above curriculum expectations. T
majority of students had a welldeveloped knowledge of Sunnala nd Shari ¢a | esarl2
students knew that marriagewas a way to chastity supporting their view with evidence from Quan.
They could also identify the role and importance of Sunnah and how it was relatedto Q@ n . Th
able to applytheir skills to their personal lives. The majority of students, ihaling those with SENDnade
good progressagainst curriculum expectations

1 Attainment in Arabic as &first language wasin line with curriculum standardsMost studentswere able
to demonstrate a basic competency in theilanguage skills. In speakingmost students could express their
ideas and opinions. Theise of standard Arabic was developednd studentswere confident expressing
their opinions and ideasMost students had appropriate levels akading forunderstanding Their writing
was building wellon the skills that they had acquired in early learningHowever, speaking, listening anc
reading skills were developing the quickestThe majority of students made better than expected progres,

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 2018016 14
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1 In English, most students were highly articulate speakers @rfocused listeners who confidently anc
capably tackled the reading of a demanding range of literary texts. They explordgir ideas in creative
adivities such as debatingand this led to well-crafted essays. Accordingly, most students attained abo
expected levels in their IB diploma, although there was scope to improve Standard Lewéls t u d ¢
performance. Most students made better than expected progress from their individual starting points, b
in lessons and over time. All groups adtudents mack similar progress.

1 In mathematics, the large majority of students #ained above curriculum and international standards
Students had avery secure knowledge of statistics, functions and basic calculus. They could confide
apply their skills to solvingreal-life problems. An analysis of students' work showethat a large majority
of students made better than expectegrogress. Students were very adept at using variotschnologies
to support and often extend their learning. Independent learning was a table strong feature of learning
in this phase.From their starting points students made rapid progress in their learning.

71 Intellectual rigour was a feature of all sciencéearning, exemplified by discussions about dark matter i
Year 13 physics and abowgenetic modification of crops in Year 12 biology. Higkvel practical work was
integral to their studies and students were expected to design their own experimentgor example, to
investigate the effects of temperature on tennis raguet strings or how sad affected solar panels.The
use of karning technology was intrinsic to research, recording information, revision angreparing
presentations. Allstudents were able to talk about and write about higHevel scientificconceptsin real
world contexts.Pragress for all groups of students, over time and in lessons, wagceptionally quick

KG PYP MYP DP

Learning skills Outstanding omstanding'f omstanding'f Outstanding

1 The enthusiasm of students and their ability to tak responsibility for their own learning were avery
strong feature in all phases of the schoolGenuine, targeted reflectionthrough the use of rubrics, visua
thinking tools and regular discussionyas intrinsictos t ud e nt s ¢ emof eassroems. Stedents|
routinely settheir own learning targets.

1 Effective and purposeful@laboration was a key feature ohearly all classrooms. Students had range of
different opportunities with friends, with students of similar ability or interests and in grops with a range
of abilities and interests. Almost all students couldrticulate their learning very clearly orally, in writing,
visually or through performance.

1 Making connections between areas of learning or with the real worldacilitated by purposetl planning
of opportunities in every classroompegan in KG1 and continued through until the end ddP Most
students could demonstrate a deep understanding of the world that transcended the learning of facti
subject matter. Most could employ a range afommunication strateges very effectively.

1 Lessons were planned so that students could learn independently and collaboratively, and almosit
students relished these opportunities. They coufthd out things for themselves;from exploring through
play in KG through to planning sophisticated investigations in DP sciencésarning technologywas an
integral aspect of nearly alkclasses.Students were expected to use critical thinking and problesolving
skills.

Dubai International Academy Inspection Report 2018016 15
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Student s& p e elspmengadnd their thnowaton skilsl de v

KG PYP MYP DP

Personal development Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

1 Students were highly responsible, independent and setfiotivated learners. They showed excelig caring
attitudes and respect towards their peers anthe adults in school. They were reflective learners and vel
critical on theirown progress. Almost all studentsn MYP and DP completedvhat next' self-reflection
sheets and received valuable feedbek from their peers. Theyesponded positively to teachefeedback
and took account of thesuggestions

1 Students were selfdisciplined and required little adult intervention. They responded very well to teacher
student council members and senior prefestwhen required. St udent s¢ behavio
lessons and durindoreak-time was exemplay. Students demonstrateda strong understanding ofcyber
bullying and were well aware of how to keep themselves safe online

71 Students had an excellent relatinship with peers and adults in school. As a result, theyese confident to
take risks in their learning.In all phases childrenand studentssupported ther peersin a very respectful
manner. This was a veryevident in Arabic and FrenchThe Buddyprogramme was very effective,building
students' leadershipskills as well assupporing younger students.

1 Healthy living wasan integral part of the school culture. Students had a very clear understanding of diete
choices andthe importance of exercis€for health. Year 4students could explain thelinks between poor
diet and an inactive lifestyle toobesity. Most students enjoyed the pysical activitiesduring the regular
school dayand many sought out additional opportunities after school

1 Student snte wvad exeelfedt.aStudentswere punctual to school and when moving between
lessons.They respected the need for lessons to start on time aratrived promptly to their classrooms
after break

KG PYP MYP DP

Understanding of Islamic values ah

awareness of Emirati and world Outstanding Outstanding  Outstanding Outstanding
cultures

1 Studens demonstratedan excellentunderstanding of Islamic valuesNon @Muslim students were fully
aware of the impact of Islamon the lives of Muslim students.Young studentsunderstood for example,
that Muslim women must dress conservativelyn public places andhat Muslims prayed five times a day.
Older students were knowledgeable about the call to prayertfzan) and the Kve PRillars of Islam.

71 Students, in all phases, had an advanced understanding of thi@ture and traditions of the UAE and wer
able to make appropriate comparisons with modern day Dubai. They spdkedetail about Arabic dress,
Arabic art,calligraphy and local foodsStudents in MYP were able to compare the benefits of the growir]
modern city with the loss of valuable habitats and ecosystems.

71 Students couldalk in detail about the cultural activities in which they have taken part. Students Ify
appreciated and celelated their own customs They showedexperience and knowledge of cultura
diversity and breadth, including music, art, and literature from around the worlérom the experiences
learned from their friends and from multicultural Dubaistudentswere very aware of canmon elements
between cultures.
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KG PYP MYP DP

Social responsibility and innovation
skills

Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

1 Across the schoglstudents took their responsibilities seriouslyin KG, children learned abouhe jobs of
people who helped in the local area. All students helped with fundraising events for a wide range
charities, including local and international causes. At each phase, students wergremely proactive in
suggestng which causes they wanted to support and what events they could organise to do this.

1 Studentg attitudes to work were exemplary throughout the school. They were eager to learn, open
new ideas and experiences and readily took part in enterprising evisnwhich they helped develop. For
example, older students had helped set up more sports activities and coaching. Their cultural awarer
was very strong.Theytalked abouttheir responsibilities as members of societgow, and when they left
school.

1 FromKG to DP, children and students helped to look after and enhartheir school and local environment|
KG children had developed very good understanding of their local community and how to save and rec)
materials. All students pioneered conservation thrgi their class work and the numerous E&hool

initiatives, such as Cwater for |lifeé& and Cro
3. Teaching and assessment
KG PYP MYP DP

Teaching for effective learning Outstanding Outstanding"‘ Outstanding"‘ Cutstanding

1 Across classes and subjects, almost all teachers were very experienced and had high levels of knowle
of their subject. Most understood clearly howtudents learned, especiallyhe best ways todevelop the
learning of children in KG ad students in the early Fimary phase They used inventive approaches ti
tasks and activities to meet students' different styles of learning.

1 Teachers' planning wastrong across the school. It was very detailed antbok account ofthe needs
of almost al individuals and groups of students, including those who had SEND or were gifted &
talented. Teachers providedtimulating environments to engage and interest students heyplannedvery
effective use of learning technologies to enhance students' experices and link their learning acros
subjects

1 Interactions between teachers and students were consistently mepositive across the school. Nearlylla
teachersencouraged stidents to be critical thinkersand answer operended questionsin Year 6, for
example, studentsresponded very well to the challengeby taking on the role of the teacher to leadthe
learning. In mathematics, teachers used students' misconceptions to very good effect as a further learn
and reflection opportunity.

1 Almost all teachersand support staff ensured students' needsere very well met. Teachersplanned
experiences carefully tosuit the interests and capabilities of all students. Students' learning pathwa;
were organised to match theipersonal and academic goalXG childrenresponded eagerly to the
stimulating learning activitiestheir teachers organisedindoors and outside.

71 Ciritical thinking and innovation was strongly embedded imost teachers' approaches. As a resul
students had developed as independent learnerscorfident in tackling problems and taking
responsibilities in their own learning. These skills were present irmost subjectsin the four phases.
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71 In Arabic as a first language, wst teachersdemonstratedgood knowledge of their subject which was
best used whee students inquired and discussion wasfacilitated. Most used resources beyond thg
textbooks to enhance lessons particularly in upper grades of each phase. Studacher interactions
were mutually respectful. Teachers shared lesson objectiv&sfferentiation and challengewere offered,
however the level of their effectiveness wasinconsistentin lessons.

71 In Arabic as an additional languagehe quality of teaching was good in the PYphase of the school while
it was acceptable in MYP phase. There wergrong relationshipsbetween teachers and students. Ir
PYPt eacher s¢ knowl eadrgnge obattivitttowas welh plannedto meet the needs o
different groupsof students. This was less developed in MYP.

KG PYP MYP DP

Outstanding Very good‘f Very good‘f Outstanding

1 The school had rigorous assessment systems aligned to the International Baccalaureate (IB) curric
standards. A wide range of assessment strategies was effectively andiei#ntly used across the school
There was scopén Islamic education andArabicto improve the accuracy of assessments by aligning thel
more closely to the challengs of the MoE curriculum

1 A variety of external examinatiors were used. Combinedwi t h t h e ntesnal lasses$mergs anc
school | eader sc¢ eval uthdygavaasacaurhte pselingfor stiwdent performbanee
Furthermore, they provided a excellent means by which the school could compare itself to schools
other parts of the worl as well as measure its progress towards National Agenda targets.

1 School leadersnade detailed analysesof all assessment informationThe data was used to compare the
progress of different groups of students and attainment trends over timend was regulaly monitored.
Teachers used the analysis, in collaboration with the students to set individual studeatgets for
monitoring future attainment as well as gui di

91 Teachers in most curriculum areas made skillful use of thessessmentinformation in order to plan
activities for the different groups of students, successfully building on their prior learning. Leaders u
the analysis to ensure that curriculum content had been well covered and that skills had besifficiently
developed.Weltstructured self and peefassessments were integral parts of almost all lessons.

1 Teachers had detailed knowledge of their students' strengths and weaknesses. A very goodyeaof
assessment strategies wadused to provide challenge, support and feedls& to students. Marking
generally provided goodwritten response and students often reflected and acted upon the teacher:
comments in their workbooks. Rubrics of expected outcomes were used effectively to monitor ar
measure progress.
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KG PYP MYP DP

Curriculum design and

. . Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
implementation

1 The curriculum was based on @ear rationale, wasconsistent with the U.A.E. National Agendasion and
compliant with statutory requirements The inclusion of gtical thinking, investigations, operended
problems, inquiry and application to real life situations resulted an excellent balance of knowledge, sk
and understanding. There were opportunities to embd science further inmore units of inquiry inPYP
and KG

1 Each IB programme was designed to build on the one before. Crpbase meetings of teachers every
eight weeks checked the continuity in each subjecDedicated softwareenabled tracking and mappingf
concepts, attitudes, profiles and transdisciplinary skills across phase§onsequently, students wereery
well prepared to transition from one phase to the next.

1 The comprehensive nature of IB programes provided students with extensive choices apprajate to
their talents, interests and aspirations. Spanish has been addedYears 3, 4, and 5. Students hathe
opportunity to study an extra science in both the MYP and DP. The schbald identified the further
increase ofthe breadth of subject choicein DP as an area for improvement

71 Crosscurricular links were a feature in all phaseand were embedded through the elements of the IE
programme. DP teachers had all received internal training to incorporatéeory of knowledge and
cr eat i vdtidngerviaefirto thi@iasubjects. Teachers in every classroom planned for crassricular
and reatworld links to be integral to student learning.

71 Teachers in each phase met monthly, at least, to rigorously review the curriculum and continuot
develop it to ensure that the academic and personal development needs of all students were met in fu
All teachers were required to reflect at the end of each unit about ways in which learning could |
improved. Therecently amended IBVI'YPwas being followed by the stool.

7 In KG and PYP the school taughtAE social studies integrated with other subjects. Some units from M
curriculum were seen.From year 7 to 13, units from UAE socistudieswere taught as part of humanities
(UAE history and geographypue to the rature of IB curriculum, the school used the local context in dai
bases in almost all lessons

KG PYP MYP DP

Curriculum adaptation Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

1 Moadifications of the curricuim to meet the needs of all studentsincluding students with SEND and gifte
and talented were of a very high order. Modifications often took place as a relswof a review of test
scores. For example, analysis of English resutizd resulted in a greater emphasis being placed on the
development of reading skills.

1 The school continued to expand its range of subjects and extragcular activities. It offereda very wide
range of subjects includingnathematics studies inthe Diploma Programme. The schook@vided tuition
in nine different C h o naagliages. Students had a number of opportunities to engage in activities thé
promoted enterprise and innovationUnits of inquiryenabled studentsto personalise their investigations.
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1 All units of inquiry beganat the local and community level. Thisesulted in links with Emirati culture ano
the U.A.E. society being embedded throughout all aspects bfhe school €s work nt
geography, science and visual arts was undertaken on local sites. Tyaar the school had designatec
specificArabic days and PYP students had created Arabic video clips to imprspeaking skills.

1 The school offered twdessonof 40-minutes of Arabic and Islamic education, per weekor 300 children
in KG The curriculunthat was used was designed bythe schoolto support children as they transferred tc
Year 1

5. The protection, care, guidance and support of students

KG PYP MYP DP

Health and safety, including

arrangements for child protection / eIV SF:1yl[lyl] Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding
safeguarding

1 The school had reised its child protecton policy and ensured all staff andtudents were aware of its
contents. The policy was available to parents on the school website. The scheas very successful in the
measures that it tookto protect students from all forms of abuse including bullyingvherever it occurred.

1 Acritical incident policy now supplemente@mergency evacuation procedures. As a result, the school w
very well prepared to react appropriately to wider threats to student safety. Supervision arrangement
including the arrival and departure of school buses, wekery well organised Parental dropoff and pick
up at start and end of school dayvas also orderly andwell managed

1 The school buildings and facilities were in excellent conditiand well maintained Confidential records
were kept securely. Maintenance records wengp-to-date. Incidents and accidents and any followp
actions were promptly recordedThe schoolprovided an extremely safe and secure environment for &
students.

1 All areas of the school and its facilities were fully accessible to all users, including those with impail
mobility. The premises and facilities, both indoor and outdoor, provided a sagfhysical environment that
effectively promoted students' learning ancpersonaldevelopment across all phases of the school.

1 The school took extensive measures to encouragdildren and students'well being. School canteen
menus offered healthy meals, frels drinking water was readily availableand the contents of students'
packed lunchboxes werenonitored. A new fitness suite offered senior students additional physical fitnes
options. Annual health screening offered early identification of potential healthsues.

KG PYP MYP DP

Care and support Outstanding"‘ Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

1 Excellentstaff student relationshipsexisted across all phases of the school. Teachers knew their stude
very well and mutual respect and understanding werevident in all classes. Implementation of detailec
discipline and behaviour policieseinforced good behaviour. The school acknowledged the rights of ti
students and expected students to act responsibly at all times. @®ellors and teachers worked together,
to adviseand support students
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1 Welldesigned systemsfomor ni ng regi stration time were in
were carefully monitored Effectiveprocedures were in placewhich engaged parens in reducing absences
and in promoting punctuality. Students were also encouraged to return to classes and lessons in a tin
manner.

1 The school had improved its procedures to identi§tudents with SENDThe initial identification occurreo
at enrolment through assessmentscognitive ability tests and reports. Throughout the school, studen
were also identified usingassessment data, irschool screeings for literacy and numeracy andargeted
observations. Giftedand talented Students were identified thhough teacher and parent nominations ant
supported by test resultssamples of work and school reports.

1 Support forstudents with SENDwas well developed throughout theschool. IEPs were of a suitabl
standard and clearly set out the parameters of supponieeded. In addition, a minority of students with
SEND attended learning support groups for mathematics and English. All teachers weng cognisant of
the needs of students and incorporated appropriate support within lesson&ifted andtalented studens
had personalised enrichment plans.

71 High quality support was made available to all students across all of the phases by calloss and
teachers. A student Buddy programmevas effective in assisting new students. The college counsell
advised m universty placement with 100 per centsuccessCareer advice was available from Year 9 ar
the job-shadowing programme in Year 11 supported students in making appropriate subject choices.

Provision for students with special educational needs and disabégi(SEND)

The overall effectiveness of provision for students with special
Very good"‘

educational needs and disabilities

1 The governors had provided a very wide range of resources to promote the educationstfdents with
SENDincluding theappointment of two new special education needs coordinators (SENCQA3)e SENCC
had provided professional development for all teacher§he school had separate policifer SEND at
PYPand at MYPand cohesion and consistendyetween the two phases was bég developed

1 A very wide range of tests, including a specialised test for KG, wased successfully to identify students
with SEND. Teachers alsgentified studentswho were displaying difficulties. These students were then
referred to the SENCO for filwer investigation and observationBoth SENCOs administered a range of te
for dyslexia and dyscalculia and other educational agencies were usedhen necessary.

1 The school had developed a strong partnership with the parents students with SENDTherewas ease
of access to the staff at all times. Communication witlparents was effective Parents were actively
involved in the development of all areas of the r ¢ h i. Thd 8choollad&EdPganised a number of
meetings to suppot parents of students withSEND.

T Curriculum modifications were achieved mostijyrough the development of IEPs, which were drawn u
in collaboration with parents.The IEPs were well focused upon skill development across all areas
learning. Appropriate strategies and the resourcés be used were outlined in these IEP#s yet, the IEPs
did not include sufficient information of the extent of the difficulty, particularly with regard to social an
emotional issues.

f A tracking system to record progressising prompts was establishedat PYP. In MYPteachers net four
mornings a week to review progressThe recording of progressvas more effective at class levelin PYP
but was less effectivein MYP.Students made good progresailslamiceducation and Arabic andrery
good progressacioss all of the other areas of learning.
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6. Leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership Outstanding

1 The school vision, created and shared by the school community, several years ago, was central to
school decisioamaking process. It was reviewed annually to ensure that it held still true. Implicit in th
vision was the school ¢s journey towards its N

1 The development of leadership, at all levels, was key priority for the school. Asuccessful strateg was
the Ceaders of Learningprogramme, which involved two in every three teachers, at different levels. Th
externally, supported training was extremely effective in developing thejuality of teachingas well as
leadership skills.

1 Relationships betwea all leaders were highly professional. Leadership was very effectively delegated
a strong team of middle leaders and their job descriptions clearly detailed roles, respdmigies and
accountabilities. Meetings were effectively scheduledto enable all staff to contribute to the school
decisionmaking process

1 The quality of leadership, at all levels was high ani@éadershad the capacity to improve further. Leader
could clearly explain their part in the school improvementrpcess and morale was high.daderswere
reflective, under st andi ntgey demanstrated lereativitydnstheik pdagning to
circumvent potential obstates and build consistency of practice across the phases.

1 Leaders were developing the school at an increasilygapid rate, even is those areas, which in the pas
have been resistant to improvement. Some of the creative strategies were at an early stage, howe
progress could already be measured. The senior leadershipne had ensured that the school wa fully
compliant with statutory and regulatory requirements.

School seHevaluation and improvement planning Outstanding*

1 The school had created a very strong process for selifaluation. It included some input from parents
through the focus grops and annual surveys. International benchmark data was usatbng with the

school €s inter nal reauisokecllssrooennmbnitarirglswas abundaatly dear that the
school knew itself very well.There were plans to shar@ summary of theself-evaluation with the school
community.

9 Allleaders had a responsibility for monitoringte quality of teaching.Theyhad an excellent understanding
of the process and operated from a common rubric. Monitoring totke form of learning walks,focused
discussionswith teachers andtargets being set for the next observation. Twice a year, formal performan
management observations complemented the process

1 From this accurate picture of the school's performance, key improvement priorities were formed. T}
took full account of external reconmendations and reviews and hadome measurable success criterie
However, they did not make sufficient links to intended outcomes in terms of improved studer
performance. The school action plan was developed into appri@e actions at curriculum and year grou
level. Plans were regularly monitored at all levels.

T The school has been successf ul i n i mproving a
had measurably improved through the sharing of good pratice. Although the attainment in Islamic
education and Arabic still remainecat its previous level, progresgn the majority of phases hadmproved.
The use of internationally benchmarked assessmearinformed selfevaluation, through the moderation
of internal tests, and the modification of the curriculum.
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Partnerships with parents and the community Outstanding

1 The school successfully engaged parents in the life of the school and in the learning of their children.
Parents Association (IRDIA) played an important function in bringing the school community togethe
through the events that it supported. Parents' Focus Groups megtdarly to discuss organisationahatters
relating to their children.

1 Parents were informed through a wide varigy of appropriate strategies. Parents had access to schg
information and policies through the Plus Paat. Although parents felt well informed, there were a few
inconsistencies in communication across sections, year groups and phaBesents of studentsin PYP
reported that they benefitedenormouslyfromthe school ¢ s Copen dooré¢ p

1 Students' progressould be accessed by parenthrough thes ¢ h o o | ¢ s welkds the suremative
student reports of attainment and progress, which had recently beereviewed. The summative reports
contain valuable information about attainment, learning content and attendance. There was sol
variability across phases to the extent to which next steps in learning and personal and social developm
was reported.

91 Partrerships with the community werea huge strength of the school. They gave all students increasi
opportunities to develop academically and peonally. Programmes such as the Job Shadowing for Ye
11 studentsand the partnership with parents with regard tdhe Career Fair for Year 10 students provide
much needed guidance for future choices.

1 Although governance was not inclusive of a wide representation of the school community, there was
clear mechanism for collectig informed opinion. The governors andhe executive board of the
shareholders was regularly advised by theadvisory council; a knowledgeable group of parents
educationalists and businessmen. Additionally, governors paid close attention to external répand the
results of international benchmarked assessments

1 Thegovernors'detailed knowledge of the school was through the regular repts that it received from the
advisory council. It had an accurate understanding of the school improvement prioritiesd potertial
barriers to progress.A programme of visits by Advisory Council members enablethem to see and
evaluate the school in action.

1 Consequently, decisions that were made by governors were well informed. Recent examples of
support that had been provided to the school include the introduction of salary increments in order
increase teacher retention and the provision of a broad range of measuresitoprove the quality of
teaching in Aabic and Islamic education. Thesacluded additional persnnel, resources and training.
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Management, staffing, facilities and resources Outstanding

1 The daily life of the school operated very smoothly.essonchangeover routines quietly contributed to the
school's calm and purposeful atmosphereTimetabling was very effective and little time was lost
Students' movement around the schoand in the outdoor learning areasvas selfregulated.

1 All teacherswere suitably qualified, and took part in acarefully plannedprogramme of professional
development during the school year. This programme had beemry well linked to the school's priorities
for improvement. Teachers and support staff wer@eployedin an exemplary wayto support children and
students'effective learning in classand oneducatioral visits.

1 Since the previousinspection the school had commissioned additional classrooms and laboratories
support learning in the sciences, mathematics, and social subjectsegently addedfitness suite provided
additional resources for senior studgs' optional courses There were further plansto develop facilities
for students studying art

71 Information technology was integral to learningn classrooms across the schadlnnovative interactive
displays provided additional information at the touchfoa button. The school supported studentsise of
their own devices. Whilst e-learning was a prominent feature of students' experiencesthe quality of
resources for Islamieeducation, Arabic andmother tongue language teaching had not been similarly
developed.
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The views of the parents, teachers and students

Before the inspection, the views of the parents, teachers and senior secondary students were surveyed. Key
messages from each group were considered during the inspection and these helped to fomspection
judgements. A summary of the survey statistics and comments from those who responded to the survey follows:

Responses to the surveys

Responses received Number

Parents* 2015-2016 476

A~

S W

Teachers

o

Students
~

L ]

*The number of responses from parents is based on the number of families.

2014-2015 445

326

A minority of parents, nearly allteachers and most students took part in the survey.
The school community was positive about most aspects of the survey.

Parents believed thaprogress in English wathe strongest of all core subjects and that progress in Arab
was least strong, although a majority of parents believed it to be good.

I Students were less positive about progress in Arabic as an additional language, with only iarity
believing that it was good.

1 Most parents and students appreciated the broad curriculum, the value of assessments and
development of a wide range of learning skills.

1 Nearly all parents and teachers and most students responded that the schoalsia secure environment
and that school transport was safe.

Most students felt that behaviour was good, and there was no problem from bullying.
Only a minority of students reported that the school listened to their views.

Most teachers agreed that theyvere involved in school review, evaluation andhat the last DSIB repori
had beenshared with them.

If you have a concern or wish to comment on any aspect of this report, you should contact
inspection@kda.gov.ae
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