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General information   Students 
Location Al Twar   Gender of students Boys and girls 
Type of school Private   Age range 4-11 
Opening year of 
school 

2009   Grades or year groups FS2 to Year 6 

Website  www.deps-sch.ae   Number of students on 
roll 

292 

Telephone 00971-4-2641595 
  Number of children in 

pre-kindergarten 0 

Address Al Twar 3 /231959   
Number of Emirati 
students 70 

Principal Catherine Hayton   
Principal - Date 
appointed 9/17/2017    Number of students 

with SEND 13 

Language of 
instruction English   

Largest nationality 
group of students Emirati 

Inspection dates 16 to 18 October 
2017  

  

 
 

 

    

Teachers /  Support staff   Curriculum 

Number of teachers 28   Educational permit /  
Licence  

UK 

Largest nationality 
group of teachers Filipino 

  
Main curriculum UK    

Number of teaching 
assistants 11   External tests and 

examinations 
GL (PTE, PTM, 
PTS) CIE 

Teacher-student 
ratio 1:10   Accreditation CIE 

Number of 
guidance 
counsellors 

1 
  

National Agenda 
benchmark tests  GL 

Teacher turnover 29%     
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In order to judge the overall quality of education provided by schools, inspectors consider the six 

standards of performance that form the basis of the UAE School Inspection Framework (the 

framework). They look at childrenčs attainment and progress in key subjects, their learning skills 

and their personal and social development. They judge how effective teaching and the assessment 

of learning are across the school. Inspectors consider how well the schoolčs curriculum, including 

activities inside and outside classrooms, meet the educational needs of all students. They judge 

how well schools protect and support children. In addition, inspectors judge the effectiveness of 

leadership, which incorporates governance, management, staffing and facilities.  

Inspection judgements are drawn from evidence gathered by the inspection team, including 

observation of studentsč learning in lessons, review of their work, discussions with students, 

meetings with the staff, parents and governors, and review of surveys completed by parents, 

teachers and students. 

Judgements are made on a six-point scale  

DSIB inspection teams make judgements about different aspects, phases and subjects that form 

the work of the school, using the scale below, which is consistent with the framework. 
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Deira private school was inspected by DSIB from 16 to 18 October 2017. The overall quality 

of education provided by the school is acceptable. The section below summarises the inspection 

findings for each of the six performance indicators described in the framework. 
 

Leadership and management 
The school has a new principal who was appointed at the beginning of this school year. The new 

principal has a very clear vision for the school. The leadership is supported by the governing 

body. However, they need to be more proactive in holding the leadership accountable for 

improvements. Relationships with, and support from the parents are good. 
 

Studentsč achievement  
Studentsč personal and social development, and 

their innovation skills 

Studentsč attainment and progress are 

acceptable in all subject areas in both 

the Foundation Stage and the primary 

phase. In English, mathematics and 

science students achievement has 

declined. Across the school there are 

too few opportunities for students to 

be active and independent learners. 

 Studentsč personal and social development are 

good across the school. Studentsč understanding of 

Islamic values and Emirati culture is good whilst 

their understanding of other cultures is developing. 

Opportunities for student leadership are provided 

through the student council. There is participation 

in community services and some limited exposure 

to innovation and entrepreneurial activity. 
 

Teaching and assessment  Curriculum  
The protection, care, 

guidance and support of 
students 

Teaching and assessment are 

acceptable across the school. 

In both phases, teaching and 

assessment have declined. 

Teachers make limited use 
of assessment information 
when planning their 
lessons. The results from 
the National Agenda 

Parameter have had limited 

impact on students' 
experiences in learning.  

 The curriculum provision 

in both phases is 

acceptable. Curriculum 

modification is acceptable 

across the school. There is 

a wider choice of 

activities and experiences 

available to the older 

students. 

 Health, safety and welfare 

of students in both phases 

are very good. The school 

is a safe and supportive 

environment for the 

students. The support for, 

and care of students with 

special educational needs 

disabilities (SEND) are a 

positive feature of the 

school. The buildings are 

maintained to a good 

standard. 
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¶ The very good health and safety and the support for studentsč well-being across the 

school 

¶ The provision made for, and support given to meet the needs of students with SEND  

¶ The relationship with, and the communication between the school and the parents, 

particularly the parents of students with SEND 

  

 

¶ Raise the achievement of all groups of students, in all subject areas, by ensuring teachers: 

- use strategies that engage, promote collaboration and challenge all students to 

develop their critical-thinking, problem-solving and research skills 

- contextualise learning so that students make connections to the real world 

- develop learning opportunities that allow students to become more independent 

learners 

- use age-appropriate assessment of learning tasks that allow students to demonstrate 

their understanding through analysis and evaluation 

- consistently use assessment data to plan the next steps in learning for all students.    

¶ Improve the effectiveness of all leaders by: 

- reviewing the leadership structure to clarify roles, responsibilities and lines of 

accountability 

- ensuring assessment data is a valid and reliable measure of student attainment in 

order to provide a more robust view of student progress 

- monitoring the changes to teaching strategies and evaluating the impact on studentsč 

learning 

- reviewing the implementation of the curriculum and make appropriate modifications 

to enable a more continuous provision for learning, especially in the Foundation Stage. 
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Acceptable    

 

 Foundation Stage Primary 

Learning skills Acceptable  Acceptable  

 

 

 

  Foundation Stage Primary 

Islamic education 
Attainment Not applicable Acceptable  

Progress Not applicable  Acceptable   

Arabic as a first 

language 

  

 

Attainment Not applicable  Acceptable  

Progress Not applicable   Acceptable  

Arabic as an 

additional language 

 

 

Attainment Not applicable  Acceptable  

Progress Not applicable  Acceptable  

English 

 

 

Attainment Acceptable  Acceptable  

Progress   Acceptable    Acceptable  

Mathematics 

 

 

Attainment Acceptable  Acceptable  

Progress Acceptable  Acceptable  

Science 

 

 

Attainment Acceptable  Acceptable  

Progress Acceptable  Acceptable  
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 Foundation Stage Primary 

Personal development Good  Good  

Understanding of Islamic values 

and awareness of Emirati and 

world cultures 

Good  Good  

Social responsibility and innovation 

skills 
Good  Good  

 

 Foundation Stage Primary 

Teaching for effective learning Acceptable  Acceptable  

Assessment Acceptable  Acceptable  
 

 Foundation Stage Primary 

Curriculum design and 

implementation 
Acceptable  Acceptable  

Curriculum adaptation Acceptable  Acceptable  
 

 

 Foundation Stage Primary 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection /  

safeguarding 

Very good  Very good  

Care and support Good  Good  

 

 

The effectiveness of leadership Acceptable  

School self-evaluation and improvement planning Acceptable  

Parents and the community Good  

Governance Acceptable  

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Acceptable  

5. The protection, care, guidance and support of students 
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In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of 

UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched the UAE National Agenda 2021, 

with education being a prime focus. The National Agenda includes 

two major objectives developed with the intention of placing the 

UAE among the most successful countries that provide world-class 

education. By 2021, it is expected that the UAE will  feature in the 

top twenty countries in the ČProgramme for International Student 

Assessmentč (PISA) test and in the top fifteen countries in the 

ČTrends in Mathematics and Science Studiesč (TIMSS) test.  

In response to this, each participating school was issued a report on their studentsč performance 

in these international assessments and, in addition, they were provided with clear targets for 

improving their performance. In 2015, KHDA launched the National Agenda Parameter, which is a 

method for measuring and monitoring schoolsč progress towards achieving their individual 

National Agenda targets through the use of external benchmarking assessments.  

The following section focuses on the impact of the National Agenda Parameter in meeting the 

schoolčs targets: 

 
¶ Attainment in the National Agenda Parameter (N.A.P.) in English, mathematics and science 

is below expectations. 

¶ The school meets the registration requirements for the N.A.P. 

¶  Leaders at all levels do not have sufficient knowledge of the National Agenda. The senior 

leadership team has not analysed the NAP tests in detail. The school action plan comprises 

of short-term actions with a few timescales.  

¶ Data is neither analysed nor used effectively to develop the curriculum or teaching. The 

school is in the early stages of adapting its curriculum in the light of external benchmarks 

and Cognitive Ability Tests (CAT4). The use of assessment is yet to have an impact on 

students' learning. 

¶ Teachers make limited use of assessment information when planning their lessons. There 

are a few adjustments to teaching strategies based on an analysis of assessment data.  

¶ There is very limited impact of the results of the NAP on students' experiences in learning. 

Whilst the school has a computer suite, there is limited evidence indicating that students 

use computers to conduct research.  

Overall, the school's provision for achieving National Agenda targets is below expectations. 
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As part of the UAE National Agenda, the DSIB continues to focus on the achievement of Emirati 

students. The Emirati Students Achievement project was launched in September 2017, to prioritise 

provision for Emirati students across Dubai.  

The focus of the inspection is to evidence how effective schools are 

in raising the achievement of Emirati students. Schools are asked to 

prioritise the data-informed adaptations to the curriculum and to 

teaching and learning, as required, to raise the aspirations of 

students, expectations of staff and subsequent achievements of 

students.  

The following section focuses on the quality of the schoolčs activity 

in working towards raising the achievement of Emirati students. 

Three strands are reported on (each with three elements):  i) Governance and Leadership. 

ii) Learning and Intervention. iii) Personalisation 

 

¶ Leaders and governors are aware of the achievements of the Emirati students in the school. 

Data and information related to Emirati studentsč achievement is insufficient and lacks 

rigour. A few strategies exist but these are not coherent. Guidance and support for Emirati 

students is evident including the provision of support in literacy through the learning 

support programme.  

¶ The school is making efforts to encourage and support all Emirati students. Whilst some 

Emirati students do not always exhibit positive attitudes or take responsibility for their 

own learning, a minority are high achievers and are engaged in lessons. They show interest 

and demonstrate positive levels of determination and independence.  

¶ Curriculum adaptation in the school generally is acceptable. However, in relation to Emirati 

students, there is limited adaptation or extra-curricular provision. Teachers do not take 

sufficient account of the different needs and abilities of Emirati students. The school 

systems to monitor progress are under-developed. 

The schoolčs provision for raising the achievement of Emirati students, needs improvement. 

 
  

 Students  
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¶  

¶ Moral education is taught on a regular basis mainly in discrete lessons. Studentsč learning 

is consolidated and reinforced during assemblies. 

¶ Although teachers follow the prescribed topics, preparation is underdeveloped leading to 

unclear learning objectives and a lack of pace and challenge.  

¶ Lessons lack direction and lead to student disengagement as they do not find learning 

interesting. Students enjoy project based tasks. Their critical-thinking and reflection skills 

are not being developed effectively. 

¶ Assessment is intended to be formative and staff complete checklists. However, limited 

recording by students, means there is little  evidence to show what they have covered or 

how they have developed their understanding. 

The school's implementation of the UAE moral education programme is under developed. 

¶ The school offers social studies from Years 1 to 6, delivered in English. Topics cover a range 

of integrated subjects including history and geography.  

¶ Teaching lacks purpose and there seems to be a misunderstanding about what lessons 

should include. This results in sessions which do not have enough meaningful learning. 

¶ Students are encouraged to be observant and offer suggestions, but poor guidance and 

direction by teachers limits the effectiveness of learning. 

¶ Assessment methods are limited and are similar to those in other subject areas. There is 

insufficient constructive assessment for learning.   

The school's implementation of the UAE social studies programme is under developed. 

¶ There is little  evidence to support a culture of innovation in the school. Technology is not 

appropriately used or available. Lessons do not lead to the generation of new ideas or 

actions by students. 

¶ There is currently limited input by students to develop an effective work ethic and 

independence of learning in lessons. They are involved in some fund-raising events, but 

these are predominantly driven by the teachers. 

¶ Teachers provide few opportunities for students to engage in any form of critical thinking, 

innovation, research or initiative. There is little  modification of lesson planning to promote 

innovation or creativity. 

¶ The school is not sufficiently developing a consistent approach to innovation and as a 

consequence there is limited curriculum modification. 

¶ The leadership is supportive of innovation and an innovation leader has been appointed, 

but there is not a shared understanding of what innovation practice should look like in the 

school. 
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The schoolčs promotion of a culture of innovation is emerging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ In Islamic education, the school's internal data reflects high levels of student attainment, 

whereas external assessment indicates this is acceptable. Lesson observations and work 

scrutiny show that studentsč attainment and progress levels are in line with curriculum 

expectations.  

¶ Students' knowledge of Islamic concepts and values are stronger aspects of their learning. 

Students exhibit an appropriate knowledge of Hadith and Seerah, but their understanding 

of the conveyed meanings and messages are not well developed.  

¶ There is an improvement in linking Islamic values to real life. Recitation skills are 

developing, but improvements in the memorisation of required verses from the Holy 

Qurčan are  at an initial stage of implementation. 

 

For development  

¶ Develop deeper studentsč knowledge and understanding of Islamic concepts, Hadith, the 

Holy Qur'an and Seerah. 

 

¶ In Arabic as a first language, the most accurate data about students' achievement is 

evident in the upper primary phase. In other year groups, the data reflects an unrealistic 

assessment of students' language skills. A variety of evidence sources indicate that 

  Foundation Stage Primary 

Islamic education 
Attainment Not applicable  Acceptable  

Progress Not applicable  Acceptable  

  Foundation Stage Primary 

Arabic as a first 

language 

 

 

Attainment Not applicable  Acceptable  

Progress Not applicable  Acceptable  




