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School information

Generalinformation
Location Al Twar
Typeof school Private
Openingyear of
school 2009

Website www.deps-sch.ae

Telephone 00971-4-2641595

Address Al Twar3 /231959
Principal CatherineHayton

appointed
Languageof -
instruction English

- 16 to 18 October
Inspectiondates 5017

Students
Genderof students Boys and girls
Agerange 4-11

Gradesor yeargroups  FS2to Year6

rNOLIJImberof studentson 292
Numberof childrenin 0
pre-kindergarten

Numberof Emirati
students

Numberof students
with SEND

Largestnationality

group of students Emirati

Teacherd Supportstaff

Curriculum

Numberof teachers 28 Ei?:lé%%telonabermlt/ UK
Largestnationality
group of teachers
Numberof teaching 11
assistants
Teacherstudent .
ratio 110
Number of

guidance 1
counsellors
Teacherturnover 29%

School Journey for Deira private school

I Outstanding

Filipino Main curriculum UK

Externaltests and GL(PTEPTM,
examinations PTSCIE

Accreditation CIE

National Agenda GL
benchmarktests

Very Good [ Good Acceptable NN Weak N Very Weak

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018
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The DSIB inspection process

In order to judge the overall quality of educationprovided by schools,inspectorsconsiderthe six

standards of performance that form the basis of the UAESchool Inspection Framework (the

framework). Theylook atc h i | dattammedtsand progressin key subjects,their learning skills

andtheir personaland socialdevelopment. Theyjudge how effective teachingand the assessment
of learning are acrossthe school.Inspectorsconsiderhow well the s ¢ h ooawrtic@élsm,including

activities inside and outside classroomsmeet the educationalneeds of all students. Theyjudge

how well schoolsprotect and support children. In addition, inspectorsjudge the effectivenessof

leadership,which incorporatesgovernance,management,staffing and facilities.

Inspection judgements are drawn from evidence gathered by the inspection team, including

observationof s t u d dearhirgy@n lessons,review of their work, discussionswith students,
meetings with the staff, parents and governors, and review of surveyscompleted by parents,
teachersand students.

Judgementsare made on a six-point scale

DSIBinspectionteams make judgements about different aspects,phasesand subjectsthat form

the work of the school,using the scalebelow, which is consistentwith the framework.

Outstanding Quality of performance substantially exceeds the expectation of the UAE

Very good Quality of performance exceeds the expectation of the UAE

Quality of performance meets the expectation of the UAE (This is the

expected level for every school in the UAE)

Quality of performance meets the minimum level of quality required in the
Acceptable
UAE (This is the minimum level for every school in the UAE)

Quality of performance is below the expectation of the UAE

Very weak Quality of performance is significantly below the expectation of the UAE
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Summary of inspection findings 2017-2018

Deiraprivate schoolwas inspectedby DSIBfrom 16 to 18 October2017. Theoverall quality
of educationprovided by the schoolis acceptable Thesectionbelow summarisesthe inspection
findings for eachof the six performanceindicatorsdescribedin the framework.

Leadershipa

Theschoolhasa new principalwho was appointedat the beginning of this schoolyear. Thenew
principal has a very clear vision for the school. The leadershipis supported by the governing
body. However, they need to be more proactive in holding the leadership accountablefor
improvements. Relationshipswith, and supportfrom the parentsare good.

g » St u d persormlénd socialdevelopment,and
DU G R their innovation skills

Studens attainment and progressare
acceptablein all subjectareasin both
the FoundationStageand the primary
phase In English, mathematics an(
science students achievement ha
declined. Across the school there art
too few opportunities for students to
be active and in&pendent learners.

Studens ersonal and social development are
goodacrossthe school.St udent s ¢ uoh
Islamic values and Emirati culture is good whilst
their understandingof other culturesis developing.
Opportunitiesfor student leadership are provided
through the student council. Thereis participation
in community servicesand some limited exposure
to innovation and entrepreneurialactivity.

Teachingand assessment Curriculum

Teachingand assessmentare
acceptableacrossthe school.
In both phases, teaching and
assessment have declined.
Teachers make limited use
of assessment information
when planning their
lessons. Theesultsfrom
the National Agenda
Parameter havehad limited
impact on students'
experiences in learning.

Thecurriculumprovision
in both phasesis
acceptable.Curriculum
modification is acceptable
acrossthe school.Thereis
a wider choiceof
activities and experiences
availableto the older
students.

Theprotection, care,
guidanceand supportof
students

Health, safety and welfare
of studentsin both phases
are very good. Theschool
is a safe and supportive
environment for the
students. Thesupportfor,
and careof students with
special educational needs
disabilities (SENare a
positive feature of the
school.Thebuildingsare
maintained to a good
standard.
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What the school does best

The very goodhealth and safety and the support for students &vell-being acrossthe
school

Theprovisionmade for, and supportgiven to meet the needsof students with SEND

The relationship with, and the communication between the school and the parents,
particularlythe parentsof students with SEND

Key recommendations

Raisethe achievementof all groupsof students in all subjectareas by ensuringteachers:

use strategies that engage promote collaboration and challenge all students to
developtheir criticatthinking, problem-solving and researchskills
contextualise learning so that studentsmake connectionsto the real world
develop learning opportunities that allow students to become more independent
learners
use age-appropriateassessmentf learning tasksthat allow studentsto demonstrate
their understandingthrough analysisand evaluation

- consistentlyuse assessmentdata to plan the next stepsin learning for all students.

Improve the effectiveness of all leaders by:

- reviewing the leadership structure to clarify roles, responsibilities and lines of
accountability
ensuting assessmentdata is a valid and reliable measure of student attainment in
orderto provide a more robustview of student progress
monitoring the changesto teachingstrategiesand evaluating the impact on students ¢
learning
reviewing the implementation of the curriculumand make appropriate modifications
to enablea more continuousprovisionfor learning, especiallyin the FoundationSage.

Deira private school - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Overall School Performance

Acceptable

1. Students’ Achievement

FoundationStage Primary

Islamiceducation _
Attainment Not applicable Acceptable

m_ Progress Not applicable Acceptable +

Arabicas a first
language

Arabicas an
additional language

Attainment Not applicable Acceptable
Progress Not applicable Acceptable
Attainment Not applicable Acceptable
Progress Not applicable Acceptableil'
Attainment Acceptabld' Acceptable

Progress Acceptable‘ Acceptable"

Mathematics

Attainment Acceptable’l' Acceptable

nEN
x|z]”

Progress Acceptable“ Acceptablel'
Science
r Attainment Acceptable'l' Acceptable
/A

Progress Acceptable’l' Acceptable’l'

FoundationStage Primary

Learningskills Acceptable’l' Acceptable]'
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2. Students’ personal and social development, and their innovation skills

FoundationStage

Personaldevelopment Good’l’

Understandingof Islamicvalues

and awarenessof Emiratiand Good’l'
world cultures
Socialresponsibilityand innovation
skills

3. Teaching and assessment

FoundationStage Primary

Good"’

Teachingfor effective learning Acceptable"' Acceptable"’

Assessment Acceptable"' Acceptable"’

4. Curriculum

FoundationStage Primary

Curriculumdesignand

. . Acceptable’l' Acceptable’l’
implementation

Curriculumadaptation Acceptable"’ Acceptable"’

5. The protection, care, gidance and support of students

FoundationStage Primary

Healthand safety, including
arrangementsfor child protection/ Verygood Verygood
safeguarding

Careand support Good"' Good

6. Leadership and management

Theeffectivenessof leadership Acceptable
Schoolself-evaluation and improvement planning Acceptable
Parentsand the community Good

Governance Acceptable

Management,staffing, facilities and resources Acceptable‘
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National Priorities

In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin RashidAl Maktoum, Vice Presidentand Prime Minister of
UAE and Rulerof Dubai,launchedthe UAENational Agenda2021,
i with educationbeing a prime focus. The National Agendaincludes
two major objectivesdevelopedwith the intention of placing the
UAEamong the most successfukcountriesthat provide world-class
education.By 2021, it is expectedthat the UAEwiIll feature in the
top twenty countriesin the CP r o g rfar mtereational Student
h:"_ M As s e s s(PI8Atest and in the top fifteen countriesin the
C T r énrMateematicsand ScienceS t u d(TIMSS)est.
In responseto this, each participating schoolwas issueda report on their s t u d eerforrmatice
in these international assessmentsand, in addition, they were provided with clear targets for
improving their performance.ln 2015, KHDAaunchedthe National AgendaParameter,which is a
method for measuring and monitoring s ¢ h o progess towards achieving their individual
National Agendatargets through the use of external benchmarkingassessments.
The following section focuseson the impact of the National Agenda Parameterin meeting the
s ¢ h otardets:s

National Agenda Parameter

9 Attainment in the National Agenda Parameter (A.P.) in English, mathematics and science
is below expectations.

The school meets the registration requirements for the.NP.

Leadersat all levels do not have sufficient knowledge of the National AgendaThesenior
leadershipteam hasnot analysedthe NAPtests in detail. The schoaddction plan comprises
of short-term actions with a few timescales.

Datais neither analysednor used effectively to develop the curriculumor teaching. The
schoolis in the early stagesof adaptingits curriculumin the light of external benchmarks
and Qognitive Ability Tests (CA%4). The use of assessment is yet to have an impact on
students' learning.

Teachers make limited use of assessmentinformation when planning their lessons.There
are a few adjustmentsto teaching strategiesbasedon an analysis ofassessmentata.

Thereis very limited impact of the resultsof the NAPon students'experiencesin learning.
Whilstthe schoolhasa computer suite, there is limited evidenceindicating that students
use computersto conductresearch.

Overall,the school'sprovisionfor achievingNational Agendatargetsis below expectations.

Deira private school - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Emirati Students

As part of the UAENational Agenda,the DSIBcontinuesto focus on the achievementof Emirati
students. TheEmiratiStudentsAchievementprojectwas launchedin September2017, to prioritise
provisionfor EmiratistudentsacrossDubai.
Thefocusof the inspectionis to evidencehow effective schoolsare
in raisingthe achievementof Emiratistudents.Schoolsare askedto
- prioritise the data-informed adaptationsto the curriculumand to
teaching and learning, as required, to raise the aspirations of
students, expectations of staff and subsequentachievements of
. students.
Thefollowing sectionfocuseson the quality of the s ¢ h oamtivity s
in working towards raisingthe achievementof Emiratistudents.
Threestrandsare reported on (eachwith three elements): i) Governanceand Leadership.
i) Learningand Intervention. iii) Personalisation

1 Leadersandgovernorsare aware of the achievementsof the Emiratistudentsin the school.
Data and information related to Emiratis t u d eachieverientis insufficient and lacks
rigour. A few strategiesexist but these arenot coherent. Guidanceand supportfor Emirati
students is evident including the provision of support in literacy through the learning
support programme.

The school is making efforts to encourage and support all Emirati students. Whilst some
Emirati students do not always exhibit positive attitudes or take responsibility for their
own learning, a minority are high achieversand are engagedin lessons Theyshow interest
and demonstratepositive levek of determination and independence.

Curriculumadaptationin the schoolgenerallyis acceptable However, in relation to Emirati

students there is limited adaptation or extra-curricularprovision. Teachers do not take
sufficient account of the different needs and abilities of Emirati student3he school

systems to monitor progressare under-developed.

Theschoofs provision for raisingthe achievementof Emiratistudents needsimprovement.
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Moral Education

Moral educationis taught on a regularbasismainly in discretelessons Studens EBarning
is consolidated and reinforceduring assemblies.

Although teachersfollow the prescribedtopics, preparationis underdevelopedleading to
unclearlearning objectivesand a lack of paceand challenge.

Lessonslack direction and lead to student disengaganent as they do not find learning
interesting. Students enjoyproject basedtasks. Their critical-thinking and reflection skills
are not being developedeffectively.

Assessmentis intended to be formative and staff complete checklists However, limited
recordingby students meansthere is little evidenceto show what they have covered or
how they have developed their understanding.

Theschool'simplementation of the UAEmoral educationprogrammeis under developed

Social Studies

Theschooloffers socialstudiesfrom Yearsl to 6, deliveredin English.Topicscovera range
of integrated subjectsincluding history and geography.

Teachinglacks purpose and there seemsto be a misunderstandingabout what lessons
shouldinclude. Thisresultsin sessionswhich do not have enough meaningful learning.

Studentsare encouragedto be observantand offer suggestions,but poor guidance and
direction by teachers limits the effectivenes®f learning.

Assessmenimethods are limited and aresimilar to those in other subject areas. There is
insufficient constructive assessment for learning

Theschool'simplementation of the UAEsocial studies programmeis under developed

Innovation in Education

Thereis little evidenceto supporta culture of innovation in the school. Technologyis not
appropriately used or available. Lessonsdo not lead to the generation of new ideas or
actionsby students

There is currently limited input by students to develop an effective work ethic and
independenceof learning in lessons They are involved insome fundraising events, but
these are predominantly driven by the teachers.

Teachergrovide few opportunitiesfor studentsto engagein any form of critical thinking,
innovation, researchor initiative. Thereis little modification of lessonplanningto promote
innovation or creativity.

The schoolis not sufficiently developing a consistentapproachto innovation and as a
consequencehere is limited curriculummaodification.

Theleadershipis supportive of innovation and an innovation leader has been appointed
but there is not a sharedunderstandingof what innovation practiceshouldlook like in the
school.
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Thes ¢ h opooimd@tien of a culture of innovation is emerging.

Main inspection report

1. Students’ achievements

FoundationStage Primary

Islamiceducation

Attainment Not applicable Acceptable

m_ Progress Not applicable Acceptable'l'

71 InlIslamiceducation,the school'sinternal data reflects high levels of student attainment,
whereas external assessmentindicatesthis is acceptable.Lessonobservationsand work
scrutiny show that student< attainment and progresslevels are in line with curriculum
expectations.

Students'’knowledge of Islamicconceptsand valuesare strongeraspectsof their learning.
Studentsexhibit an appropriateknowledge of Hadithand Seerah,but their understanding
of the conveyedmeaningsand messagesare not well developed.

There is an improvement in linking Islamic values to real lifeRecitation skills are
developing, but improvements in the memorisation of required verses from the Holy
Qur c¢an are a timpdemeniation. t i al stage of

Fordevelopment

9T Devel op deeper student s¢ kslamioconeegtyHadith, thed
Holy Qur'anand Seerah

FoundationStage Primary

Arabicas a first

language Attainment Not applicable Acceptable

Progress Not applicable Acceptable

T In Arabic as a first language, the most accurate data about students' achievement is
evident in the upper primary phase In other year groups the data reflects an unrealistic
assessmentof students' language skills. A variety of evidence sourcesindicate that
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