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Explanation of the inspection levels used in the report

Outstanding- exceptionally high quality of performance or practice.
Good - the expected level of quality for every school in Dubai.

Acceptable - the minimum level of acceptability required for Dubai. All key aspects of performance
and practice in every school should meet or exceed this level.

Unsatisfactory - quality not yet at the level acceptable for schools in Dubai. Schools will be
expected to take urgent measures to improve the quality of any aspect of their performance or
practice that is judged at this level.

Dubai International Academy was inspected in January 2011 as part of the reqular inspection of
all schools in Dubai. The inspection covered key aspects of the work of the school at all stages.
It evaluated students’ achievements, the effectiveness of the school, the environment for
learning, the school’s processes for self-evaluation and capacity for improvement. There was a
particular focus on students’ progress in Islamic Education (for Muslim students), Arabic,
English, mathematics and science.

Basic information about the school

Located in Emirates Hills, Dubai International Academy is a private school providing education
for boys and girls from Kindergarten to Year 13, aged three to 18 years. The school follows an
International Baccalaureate curriculum. At the time of the inspection, there were 1840 students
on roll. The student attendance reported by the school for the last academic session was
acceptable.

As part of the inspection process, Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau analysed responses to on-
line questionnaires issued to parents. There was a high level of satisfaction from parents who
responded to the questionnaire. Most parents were happy with student’s progress across all
key subjects, particularly English. There was an appreciation of their children’s enthusiasm for
learning and the school’s concern for safety and well-being. A few parents were concerned
about the teaching of Arabic and large class sizes for younger classes.
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How well does the school perform overall?

Dubai International Academy provided, overall, a good quality of education for students.
Leadership had demonstrated an energetic approach to school improvement and an ability to
develop systematic plans to take the school forward with clear strategic development. The
school had developed comprehensive development plans in order to address previous
recommendations. However, these had yet to successfully address all specific, improvements
within the school, such as the daily teaching in mathematics and science.

Student attainment and progress was good or acceptable in all key subjects with consistently
good progress in the Diploma Programme (DP) stage but varying attainment in all subjects
across both the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Middle Years programme (MYP) stages.
The quality of teaching was acceptable in the primary school and good in the secondary school
although a significant number of lessons lacked challenge and interest. Learning was good
throughout all stages, as the students developed as independent learners who were capable of
working collaboratively. They were able to undertake enquiry and research projects. The school
had useful assessment data which was comprehensive and which supported learning. The
curriculum had a clear rationale and was underpinned by the International Baccalaureate
learner profile. Health and safety were a high priority and the school provided a safe and
secure environment for its students.

Key features of the school

1 A nurturing school which developed responsible and happy learners;

Cultural diversity was highly appreciated and valued throughout the school community;
The extra-curricular programme was extensive;

There was a high level of care for students’ safety and well-being;

The quality of teaching was inconsistent in PYP and MYP, but strong in DP;

Senior and middle managers were not consistently successful in ensuring that
standards of achievement were raised across all stages of the school.
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Recommendations

1 Raise attainment and improve students’ progress in key subjects across identified
phases of the school;

1 Streamline action planning and increase the impact of middle management to ensure
that all teachers improve progress and raise attainment;

1 Ensure that the quality of teaching is consistently good or better, so that all students
are fully engaged and have consistently high level of challenge.
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How good are the students’ attainment and progress in key
subjects?

Attainment and progress in Islamic Education were good in Years 7 to 13, and acceptable in
the lower grades. Younger students had age-appropriate knowledge about the life of the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) and understood the forms of worship in Islam. The majority could
recite and memorise a few short chapters from The Holy Qur'an. They recognised purification
and impurity in Islamic practices and learnt how to perform ablution. Most students in the
higher grades had a growing awareness of Islamic teachings and culture. For example, in Year
11, students could explain the role of the mosque in Islam and made connections between the
teachings of Islam and the contemporary world. They also discussed Islam’s views on the
consumption of drugs and its impact on society.

Attainment and progress in Arabic as a first language were good in Years 7 to 11 and
acceptable in the lower grades. In the higher grades most students demonstrated skills of a
good quality in their extended writing. Most of them had good reading comprehension skills
and could analyse unfamiliar literary texts to a good standard. However, a few students
struggled with correct grammatical structure when required to write independently. In the
lower grades, the majority of students could read aloud and respond accurately to simple
dictation exercises. Many students demonstrated a limited knowledge of grammar and lacked
fluency and accuracy with expression orally and in writing.

Attainment and progress in Arabic as an additional language were acceptable across the
school. Overall, most students listened well and had a good understanding of set work.
However, their oral language skills, their response to dictation and grammatical skills were
limited in all grades. Younger students were developing age-appropriate skills and learning to
connect words, sounds and pictures. In the middle school, students could read elements of a
specific genre when learning about advertisements and many were able to compare aspects of
Arabic grammar with that used in the English language. In the higher grades, students wrote
and spoke about their countries in limited sentences, their writing was weak in structure and
they displayed limited ability to respond accurately to dictation exercises.

Attainment in English was acceptable in the Kindergarten and PYP stages but progress was
good. Both attainment and progress were good in the secondary school, with gqirls’
performance generally higher than that of boys. Listening and speaking skills were better than
reading and writing in Kindergarten and primary. By Year 6, students could interpret meanings
in set texts but there was not enough extended writing of appropriate quality. All students
participated well in discussions. Across the secondary school students showed good
understanding of texts they were studying although critical appreciation was less well
developed. Recent results in the diploma were broadly average but the performance of current
students showed improvement.

Attainment in mathematics was acceptable in Kindergarten where students made good
progress. Most children could count up to 10 and had some understanding of bigger and
smaller. Attainment at entry was more variable but by the time children left Kindergarten 2, it
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was broadly in line with international standards. Attainment in the primary and secondary
years was acceptable. Progress was acceptable in the primary phase and good in secondary.
Problem solving and investigative skills were a particular strength of classes provided for more
able students and in these classes progress was good. Attainment and progress for students in
the Diploma Programme were good. .

Attainment in science was acceptable in Kindergarten, PYP and MYP and good in the DP.
Progress was acceptable in Kindergarten and PYP and good throughout the secondary school.
Kindergarten students were able to apply good observational and inquiry skills to phenomena
such as the sense of taste. Primary students had a broad knowledge of topics such as plants
and animal classification. They were less skilled in thinking critically about the knowledge they
collected and applying it to new situations. Students were only beginning to develop scientific
investigative skills. In the middle school students were developing sound scientific knowledge
and experimental skills. Their ability to think analytically about their learning was not
consistent applied across the subject. Diploma students could review and improve
experimental designs and discuss chemical and biological effects of medicines, drugs and
placebos on the body, as well as related ethical concerns.

How good is the students’ personal and social development?

Students’ attitudes and behaviour were good. They reported that they felt highly valued and
safe in school. Children from different backgrounds worked well with each other and
appreciated the different cultures evident in the school. Behaviour in the school was well-
managed and clear policies and practices were in place to encourage positive actions as well
as to prevent disruptions to learning. The students enjoyed their lessons and the many extra-
curricular opportunities that were provided for them. Attendance was acceptable and students
were punctual to lessons.

Students’ civic, and Islamic understanding, were acceptable in Kindergarten, good in Years 1 to
11, and outstanding in Years 12 and 13. Students in the DP classes demonstrated a highly pro-
active response to their roles and responsibilities through the work of the student council and
prefect system. Most students across the school showed considerable respect for, and
appreciation of, local tradition and heritage, as well as understanding the importance of
diversity and values of their country. Whilst the majority of students could discuss the future of
Dubai with maturity and insight, younger students had little knowledge about Dubai and the
unique features of the emirate.

Students’ economic and environment understanding was good. Older students showed very
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