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General information   Students 

Location Jumeirah First   Gender of students Boys and girls 

Type of school Private   Age range 3-18 

Opening year of 

school 
2010 

  
Grades or year groups KG 1-Grade 12 

Website  www.jbschool.ae 
  Number of students on 

roll 
791 

Telephone 043446931 
  Number of children in 

pre-kindergarten 
0 

Address 
Street 53B off Al 

Wasl Road, Jumeira 1 

  
Number of Emirati 

students 
260 

Principal Richard Drew   

Principal - Date 

appointed 
8/30/2015  

  Number of students 

with SEND 
77 

Language of 

instruction 
English 

  

Largest nationality 

group of students 
Emirati 

Inspection dates 
22 to 25 January 

2018  

  

      

Teachers / Support staff   Curriculum 

Number of teachers 91 
  Educational permit / 

Licence  
IB 

Largest nationality 

group of teachers 
British 

  
Main curriculum IB    

Number of teaching 

assistants 
25 

  External tests and 

examinations 

IBDP,IBCP, IBMYP, 

CEM Alis, 

Teacher-student 

ratio 
1:9 

  
Accreditation IBO Full member 

Number of 

guidance 
counsellors 

2 

  
National Agenda 
benchmark tests  

GL, IBT 

Teacher turnover 10%     

 

School information 
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In order to judge the overall quality of education provided by schools, inspectors consider the six 
standards of performance that form the basis of the UAE School Inspection Framework (the 

framework). They look at childrenčs attainment and progress in key subjects, their learning skills 

and their personal and social development. They judge how effective teaching and the assessment 

of learning are across the school. Inspectors consider how well the schoolčs curriculum, including 

activities inside and outside classrooms, meet the educational needs of all students. They judge 

how well schools protect and support children. In addition, inspectors judge the effectiveness of 

leadership, which incorporates governance, management, staffing and facilities.  
Inspection judgements are drawn from evidence gathered by the inspection team, including 

observation of studentsč learning in lessons, review of their work, discussions with students, 

meetings with the staff, parents and governors, and review of surveys completed by parents, 

teachers and students. 

Judgements are made on a six-point scale  

DSIB inspection teams make judgements about different aspects, phases and subjects that form 

the work of the school, using the scale below, which is consistent with the framework. 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

Quality of performance is significantly below the expectation of the UAE 

Quality of performance substantially exceeds the expectation of the UAE 

Quality of performance meets the minimum level of quality required in 
the UAE (This is the minimum level for every school in the UAE) 

Quality of performance is below the expectation of the UAE 

Quality of performance meets the expectation of the UAE (This is the 
expected level for every school in the UAE) 

Quality of performance exceeds the expectation of the UAE 

Outstanding 

Very good 

Good 

Acceptable 

Weak 

Very weak 
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Jumeira Baccalaureate School was inspected by DSIB from 22 to 25 January 2018. The overall 

quality of education provided by the school is very good. The section below summarises the 
inspection findings for each of the six performance indicators described in the framework. 

 

Leadership and management 

The principal, school leaders and governors, share their vision with staff, parents and students for an 
inclusive and innovative school. They are very effective in bringing about improvements.  Self-

evaluation processes are strengthened and leaders have a very good understanding of the school's 

performance and the priorities for further improvement. Governors provide high quality resources 

and more than adequate staffing numbers to enhance studentsč learning. The school runs smoothly 

on a day-to-day basis.  
 

Studentsč achievement  
Studentsč personal and social development, and 

their innovation skills 
There have been significant improvements in 

students' achievement. Studentsč progress is 

at least good, and often very good. In the 

Diploma Programme (DP), progress in English 

is outstanding as is attainment. Attainment is 

generally good, although in Islamic 

education, it is acceptable in the Primary 

Years Programme (PYP) and very good in 

Arabic as a first language in DP, in English in 

the Middle Years Programme (MYP), and in 

science in the Kindergarten (KG). Students 

apply their very good learning skills in most 
subjects.  

 Students' personal, social, physical and emotional 

development remain outstanding in all phases. 

Students' understanding of Islamic values and 

their awareness of Emirati and world cultures is 

excellent for older students and very good in the 

KG and PYP. Students are highly innovative and 

make a significant contribution to the school, local 

and global communities. They are conscientious 

in caring for the environment.  

 

Teaching and assessment  Curriculum  
The protection, care, guidance 

and support of students 

The quality of teaching, and 

the assessment processes 

have improved and are 
consistently very good 

across the school.  Most 

teachers make very 

effective use of assessment 

information to plan lessons 
that meet the needs of all 

students. Analyses of 
internal and external 

assessment data provide a 

mainly accurate picture of 
the school's effectiveness.  

 The curriculum has been 

reviewed and has improved 

in the KG, PYP and DP. It is 
designed, implemented 

and modified exceptionally 

well to inspire and 

motivate students and to 

appeal to their diverse 
interests, aspirations and 

needs. It offers a wide 
range of opportunities to 

promote students' 

innovation, critical thinking, 
creativity and investigative 

and problem-solving skills. 

 The arrangements for protecting 

and caring for all 

students remain outstanding. 
Studentsč health is given a high 

profile. Expectations for 

studentsč behaviour and 

attendance are clearly 

understood. Guidance and 
support for students, including 

the systems for identifying and 
supporting students with 

additional needs, have improved 

and are highly effective in all 
phases.  

Summary of inspection findings 2017-2018 
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¶ The principalčs commitment to the national priorities, shared with all school leaders, their 

continuous drive for improvement, and the outstanding support they receive from parents 

and governors 

¶ Studentsč outstanding personal and social development and their innovative contribution 

to the school, local and global communities 

¶ The improvements in the quality of teaching and the curriculum 

¶ The improved use of assessment information to monitor studentsč progress and to 

intervene in order to address underachievement 

¶ The arrangements for protecting, caring, guiding and supporting all students 

  

¶ Improve the rate of progress in Islamic education and all subjects, especially in the MYP. 

¶ Ensure the best practice in teaching that exists in all phases is shared more consistently.  
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Very good    

 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Learning skills Very good  Very good  Very good  Very good  

 

 
 

 

  KG PYP MYP DP 

Islamic education 
Attainment 

Not 

applicable 
Acceptable  Good  Good  

Progress 
Not 

applicable  
Good   Good  Good  

Arabic as a first 
language 

  

 

Attainment 
Not 

applicable  
Good  Good  Very good  

Progress 
Not 

applicable   
Very good  Good  Very good  

Arabic as an 

additional language 
 

 

Attainment 
Not 

applicable  
Good  Good  

Not 

applicable  

Progress 
Not 

applicable  
Very good  Very good  

Not 
applicable  

English 

 

 

Attainment Good Good  Very good  
Outstanding 

 

Progress   Very good  
  Very good 

 
  Very good  

  

Outstanding 

 
Mathematics 

 

 

Attainment Good  Good  Good  Good  

Progress Very good  Very good  Good  Very good  

Science 
 

 

Attainment Very good  Good  Good  Good  

Progress Very good  Very good  Very good  Very good  
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 KG PYP MYP DP 

Personal development 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 
Understanding of Islamic values 

and awareness of Emirati and 
world cultures 

Very good Very good 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Social responsibility and innovation 

skills 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

 

Outstanding

 

 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Teaching for effective learning Very good 
Very good

 

Very good

 
Very good 

Assessment Very good 
Very good

 

Very good

 

Very good

 

 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Curriculum design and 

implementation 

Very good

 

Very good

 
Very good  

Outstanding 

 

Curriculum adaptation Very good Very good Very good  Outstanding  
 

 KG PYP MYP DP 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection / 

safeguarding 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Care and support 
Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 

Outstanding

 
 

The effectiveness of leadership Very good  

School self-evaluation and improvement planning Very good  

Parents and the community Outstanding  

Governance Outstanding  

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Outstanding  

5. The protection, care, guidance and support of students 
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In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President and Prime Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched 

the UAE National Agenda 2021, with education being a prime focus. 

The National Agenda includes two major objectives developed with 

the intention of placing the UAE among the most successful 
countries that provide world-class education. By 2021, it is 

expected that the UAE will feature in the top twenty countries in 
the ČProgramme for International Student Assessmentč (PISA) test and in the top fifteen countries 

in the ČTrends in Mathematics and Science Studiesč (TIMSS) test.  

In response to this, each participating school was issued a report on their studentsč performance 
in these international assessments and, in addition, they were provided with clear targets for 

improving their performance. In 2015, KHDA launched the National Agenda Parameter, which is a 
method for measuring and monitoring schoolsč progress towards achieving their individual 

National Agenda targets through the use of external benchmarking assessments.  

The following section focuses on the impact of the National Agenda Parameter in meeting the 

schoolčs targets: 

 

¶ The school meets the registration requirements for the National Agenda Parameter 

(N.A.P.). 

¶ Attainment when measured against N.A.P. in English, mathematics and science is below 

expectations. 

¶ School leaders and the governing body are committed to the National Agenda. 

Accountability is built into each tier of management and is reflected in their planning. 

¶ Cognitive ability test (CAT4) data are analysed in great detail and used very effectively, in 

almost all subjects, to meet the needs of different groups of students and individuals. 

¶ School leaders demonstrate great awareness of the need to redress the balance between 

the requirements of the International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum and the demands of 

all benchmark tests. 

¶ The results of the CAT4 tests directly influence the provision for the students; teachers 

facilitate learning with a real focus on developing studentsč critical thinking. 

¶ All students, teachers and parents are aware of the findings of the NAP reports. 

 

Overall, the school's provision for achieving National Agenda targets is above expectations. 
 

 

  

National Priorities  
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As part of the UAE National Agenda, the DSIB continues to focus on 
the achievement of Emirati students. The Emirati Students 

Achievement project was launched in September 2017, to prioritise 
provision for Emirati students across Dubai.  

The focus of the inspection is to evidence how effective schools are 
in raising the achievement of Emirati students. Schools are asked to 

prioritise the data-informed adaptations to the curriculum and to 

teaching and learning, as required, to raise the aspirations of 
students, expectations of staff and subsequent achievements of students.  

The following section focuses on the quality of the schoolčs activity in working towards raising the 
achievement of Emirati students. 

Three strands are reported on (each with three elements):  i) Governance and Leadership. 

ii) Learning and Intervention. iii) Personalisation 
 

¶ Governors, school advisory board members and senior staff ensure that the achievement 

and performance of all groups of students, including Emirati students, is carefully 

monitored. Teachers are aware of the individual needs of Emirati students and plan 

interventions to help accelerate progress and raise standards.  

¶ Most Emirati students have positive attitudes to learning and willingly take responsibility 

for their own learning. All available data is analysed robustly by the school and highly 

personalised plans initiated when required. The progress of Emirati students is closely 

monitored to help them achieve their best possible outcomes. This is having a positive 

impact on studentsč achievements. 

¶ Regular assessments, including CAT4 tests and National Agenda benchmark assessments, 

help the school identify any areas of learning requiring further improvement. The school 

identified the need to reduce gaps in achievement for some students between verbal and 

non-verbal skills. Carefully selected interventions ensure these students are making good 

or better progress in the development of their verbal and reading skills.  

 

The schoolčs provision for raising the achievement of Emirati students meets expectations 

 

  

 Students  
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¶ Moral education (MEP) has been integrated comprehensively into the IB learner profile.   

¶ The core values of MEP have been aligned with the curriculum for Grades 1 to 9. 

¶ Teachers follow the scope and sequence of units and plan personalised, differentiated and 

challenging lessons.  Students consistently apply their learning in MEP lessons to personal, 

local and global contexts. 

¶ Assessment of MEP takes account of how students feel as well as how they think and 

act.  Reports to parents link individual assessment outcomes with learning objectives for 

each unit. 

 

The school's implementation of the UAE moral education programme is well developed. 

 

 

¶ The UAE social studies programme is integrated across the curriculum and objectives have 

been mapped to align with all subject areas. 

¶ Teachers plan meaningful experiences for learners to ensure they have a deep knowledge 

of and respect for the UAE and other cultures.   

¶ Students exhibit a high level of independence and creativity.  They collaborate very well 

and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to complex issues. 

¶ The assessment processes for social studies target concepts and skills.  Assessments are 

varied to meet the needs of all learners. 

 

The school's implementation of the UAE social studies programme is well developed. 
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¶ Innovation is integral to studentsč learning. Students routinely use their own technological 

devices to support research, problem solving, critical thinking and receipt and submission 

of their work.  

¶ Studentsč make a significant contribution to the school, local and global communities 

through innovative approaches, such as their involvement in a range of humanitarian 

activities overseas.  

¶ Teaching strategies and the use of data are most impressive. In PE, CAT4 data is used to 

identify potential sports coaches. 

¶ Innovation underpins curriculum enrichment. For example, in design technology, students 

built a satellite. Another class designed systems for recharging learning technology devices 

in class.  

¶ Leadership of innovation is based on the motto: 'just doing it differently.' Governors have 

appointed a leader of innovation and allocated a budget to fund its development.  

 

The school's promotion of a culture of innovation is systematic. 

 

 

  



 

13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

¶ Internal assessment results in Islamic education are stronger in the DP and the MYP 

because students have a deeper understanding of Islamic values and concepts. In the PYP 

studentsč knowledge of Islamic concepts is often limited to the recall of facts. 

¶ In all phases, studentsč acquisition of knowledge is stronger than their application of skills 

such as recitation of the Holy Qurčan. Students are making good progress in developing 

research skills in Islamic history. Progress remains good overall although constructive and 

guided feedback to students is variable. 

¶ Attainment in PYP remains acceptable as a result of limited opportunities which enable 

students to make connections between the knowledge acquired and the skills they have 

developed.  

 

For development  

¶ Improve recitation skills by using a systematic and developmental approach across the 

school. 

¶ Use rigorous assessment procedures to monitor and track the progress of all groups of 

students to give appropriate feedback.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  KG PYP MYP DP 

Islamic education 
Attainment 

Not 

applicable  
Acceptable  Good  Good  

Progress 
Not 

applicable  
Good  Good  Good  

Main inspection report 




