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Explanation of the inspection levels used in the report

Outstanding- exceptionally high quality of performance or practice.
Good - the expected level of quality for every school in Dubai.

Acceptable - the minimum level of acceptability required for Dubai. All key aspects of performance
and practice in every school should meet or exceed this level.

Unsatisfactory - quality not yet at the level acceptable for schools in Dubai. Schools will be
expected to take urgent measures to improve the quality of any aspect of their performance or
practice that is judged at this level.

Jumeirah English Speaking School was inspected in October 2010 as part of the regular
inspection of all schools in Dubai. The inspection covered key aspects of the work of the school
at all stages. It evaluated students’ achievements, the effectiveness of the school, the
environment for learning, the school’s processes for self-evaluation and capacity for
improvement. There was a particular focus on students’ progress in Islamic Education (for
Muslim students), Arabic, English, mathematics and science.

Basic information about the school

Located in Jumeirah, Jumeirah English Speaking School is a private school providing education
for boys and qirls from Foundation Stage to Primary, aged three to 11 years. The school follows
the English National Curriculum. At the time of the inspection, there were 750 students on roll.
The student attendance reported by the school for the last academic session was outstanding.

Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau (DSIB) analysed responses to on-line questionnaires
completed by parents. Approximately half of the school’s parents responded to the
questionnaire. They expressed their delight with the school, especially with the quality of
teaching and learning. They also appreciated the happy and supportive ethos, the students’
behaviour and their attitudes to work, the quality of care, the promotion of healthy lifestyles,
partnerships with parents, the learning facilities and the effectiveness of leadership and
management. Most parents thought that the school had worked hard to improve the provision
for students in Islamic Education and Arabic. Almost all parents expressed overwhelming
support for the work of all aspects of the school. They felt that their children were kept safe
and were extremely well-cared for. The respondents said that the quality of teaching was
excellent, learning was enquiry led and the outcomes were very high. Parents were all happy
with the quality of communication with the school. Almost all parents felt the school was very
well led. They said the school had responded well to the recommendations from the previous
inspection and were very pleased with the quality of education on offer at the school.
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How well does the school perform overall?

The overall performance of the Jumeirah English Speaking School was outstanding. The school
had responded well to the findings of the previous inspection and had made significant
progress in addressing its recommendations. Improvements in Arabic teaching had taken
place. Arabic attainment was acceptable and progress good as a result of fresh approaches to
the subject by a new team of teachers. Teachers’ planning across other subjects had improved
to meet the needs of all students.

In English, mathematics and science both attainment and progress were outstanding across the
Foundation Stage and primary years. These excellent results by students were founded in
outstanding teaching and learning across all year groups. Teachers planned and delivered high
quality lessons and provided excellent resources, including modern technologies, to stimulate
students’ interests. The classroom environments presented a rich mix of interactive displays
and a wide range of helpful learning prompts. In their turn, students demonstrated consistently
positive attitudes to working in groups and as whole classes. Across the age ranges the sheer
love of learning shone though. Students had developed strong independent enquiry skills and
a minority were performing in mathematics and English at an exceptional level for their age.
Assessment was effective in three of the key subjects, in particular students’ participation in
their own reviews of progress and ‘next best steps’. However, the use of data and the
effective tracking of progress were under-developed in Islamic Education and Arabic. The
curriculum was outstanding; cross-curricular themes were skilfully planned and students
learned imaginatively in an inter-disciplinary way. New technologies to further an exciting
curriculum were properly under consideration. The programme of extra-curricular activities was
rich and much enjoyed by the students. Students” personal development was outstanding, as
was their participation in a wide range of responsibilities and civic contributions to the life of
the school and the wider community. Less well embedded was their appreciation of Islam and
local traditions. The school’s support and protection of students were outstanding. Parents
commented on the way in which staff knew every child as an individual, a feature which
promoted students’ self-confidence from the earliest years. The leadership of the school, at all
levels, had worked with great commitment and sense of mission to drive the school forward
over the past year, effecting improvements of which they could be rightly proud. The school
delivered fully on an ambitious set of promises to parents and had proven capacity to further
its international ambitions.

Key features of the school

1 The students’ attainment in English, mathematics and science at age eleven were at
consistently high levels;

1 Significant improvements in the provision for Arabic have been secured, leading to
improved students” attitudes towards the study of the language;

1 The students displayed excellent independent learning skills and a joy in learning, from
Foundation Stage to Year 6;

1 The teaching, learning and curriculum across all years groups were outstanding;
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1 The staff’s care and support for all students were exemplary;

1 The school’s learning environment and resources were of a very high quality;
1 The dedicated leadership of the senior team has sustained and built on previous
strengths.
Recommendations

1 Develop assessment and self-evaluation systems in Islamic Education and Arabic which
match embedded practices in the other key subjects;

1 Increase opportunities for students to use advanced technology to support independent
learning in all areas of the curriculum.

How good are the students’ attainment and progress in key
subjects?

In Islamic Education, students’ attainment in the primary phase was acceptable while they
made good progress overall. Most of the non-Arabic speaking Muslims had a sound knowledge
about the five pillars of Islam. They demonstrated an acceptable level of knowledge of the
main values and practices in Islam. The majority could recite a few short chapters of the Holy
Qur'an. The few Arab Muslim students in primary had acceptable knowledge of the main facts
about the Prophet and the early history of Islam. Their Qur'an recitation skills, however, were
less developed. The progress of a minority of students was inhibited by their limited listening
skills. Across the school, only a minority of Muslim students linked what they learned to their
life in the school or in the wider community.

In Arabic as a first lanquage, attainment was acceptable while progress was good overall. The
small number of students who studied the subject demonstrated good reading skills. Younger
students identified letters and their corresponding sounds and most of them read familiar
words with acceptable pronunciation. Their speaking skills were developing well and they
made good progress in increasing the range of vocabulary they used. They also improved their
ability to write words and short phrases in cursive form. The majority of older students reached
an acceptable level of reading and made good progress in listening. However, their progress in
writing was relatively limited and this inhibited the rate of their progress in the other skills.

In Arabic as an additional language, attainment was acceptable, while progress was good
overall, with younger students making the best progress in the primary stage. Almost all
students in the lower grades made significant progress in learning a good range of words and
short, common phrases and used them well in their oral communication. Most of them made
good progress in learning the Arabic alphabet. They developed their ability to read the words
they learnt and to join the letters to form simple words in cursive handwriting. Older students
were developing speaking skills and were also increasing the range of words and phrases they
knew but their progress was generally slower. Most of them read short, familiar texts with a
few errors and their writing was less developed.

5



TR
B d_pild_1ailigd syealld D

GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI

Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau

Students’ attainment and progress in English was outstanding across all phases of the school.
Year 6 students attained well above average in the UK National Curriculum tests. All students
developed strong speaking and listening skills in the Foundation Stage and, early in their
primary years, were able to talk with assurance in a range of situations, investigating and
communicating ideas. In Key Stage 2 almost all students developed variations of expression
and vocabulary to engage the listeners” interest. Strongly developed phonic skills allowed
them to decode text and spell well. When reading, they showed understanding of various
genres and the majority of students in Years 5 and 6 were able to identify layers of meaning in
challenging texts. Primary students’ formal writing skills were well structured, imaginative and
accurate. Older students could spell irreqular words with accuracy, had a confident command of
grammar, and created narrative writing of complexity. A minority demonstrated exceptional
performance in reading and writing skills.

Attainment and progress in mathematics were outstanding in both the Foundation Stage and
primary phase, with Year 6 students attaining well above average standards in the UK National
Curriculum tests. Children in the Foundation Stage classes could count reliably up to ten
everyday objects and could draw circles in sand trays. Foundation Stage 2 students could
describe key properties of basic 2D shapes, such as the number of sides of a triangle. Students
in Year 5 were confident in searching the Internet for images of 3D geometric solids and
creating short presentations to illustrate the special features of, for example, a cuboid. In all
years, students were encouraged to hypothesise, estimate, investigate and solve
mathematical problems and could describe what they were doing with confidence.

Attainment and progress in science in both the Foundation Stage and the primary phase were
outstanding. In Foundation Stage, children’s learning was rich and enjoyable. They developed
their knowledge and understanding of the world through a practical, multi-sensory approach.
By the end of the primary phase, most students had attained well-above average against the
National Curriculum benchmarks and knew and understood a range of scientific facts, processes
and principles. Most could explain the processes of photosynthesis and pollination and could
design and carry out investigations using a fair test.

How good is the students’ personal and social development?

Throughout the school, students had outstanding attitudes and behaviour. Their behaviour was
excellent: they were very sensible, thoughtful and respectful of others. In lessons, students
listened intently and responded eagerly; they said that they really enjoyed learning new skills.
They arrived promptly for lessons and sustained impressive concentration. Students benefited

outstanding






























