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School information

General information

Location

Type of stool

Opening year of school
Website

Telephone

Address

Principal

Language of instruction

Inspection dates

Al Nahda

Private

1982

www.diyafahschool.ae

04-2671115

PO Box 24023, A Quasis Dubai, UAE
Patricia Johnston

English

23to 26 November 2015

Gender of students

Students Boys and girls
Age range 3-18
Grades or year groups Foundation Stage 1 tdrear 13
Number of students on roll 1,592
w Number of children in prekindergarten 0
Number of Emirati students 4
‘E = Number of students with SEND 42
Largest nationality group of students Indian
Teachers / Support Staff Number of teachers 136
Largest nationality group of teachers Indians
Number of teaching assistants 25
Teacherstudent ratio 1:12
Number of guidance counsellors 2
Teacher turnover 10%
Educational permit / Licence UK
Main curriculum UK/ IGCSE

External tests and examinations
Accreditation

National Agenda lenchmark tests

IBT,IGCSE,CIE, Checkpoint and Edexc
None

IBT
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Summary for parents and the community

Al Diyafah High Schoalvas inspected by DSIB froi23 to 26 November 2015 The overall quality of education
provided by the school was found to beood.

In order to judge the overall quality of education provided by the school, inspectors considered six key standards

of performance. I nspectors | ooked at childrenc¢s att
their personal and social develpment. They judged how effective teaching and the assessment of learning were
across the school . I nspectors considered how well t

classrooms, met the educational needs of all children. Theyged how well the school protected and supported
children. In addition inspectors judged the effectiveness of leadership and governance, including management,
staffing, facilities and resources.

The inspection judgements were drawn from evidence gathereoly the inspection team, including observing
children learning in lessons, looking at their work, talking with children, meetings with the staff, parents and

governors, and reviewing the parentsc¢, teachersc¢ an
200,
KHDA
family

2015 - 2016

2014 - 2015

2013 - 2014

2012 - 2013

2011 - 2012

2010-2011 »  Acceptable

2009 - 2010 Acceptable

bl

2008 - 2009 Acceptable
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How well did the school perform overall?

Overall, Al Diyafah High School providedgmod quality of education for its students.

T Student s at tgredswaresstnonges in Engliptscience andnathematics inmost phases. In
Islamic education, attainmentand progress were above expectationgn primary and in line in the
secondary and postl6. In Arabic, attainment and progress were in line, except in primary, where progre
remained weak. Progress in Islamic education and Arabic for first language leasnlead declined in the
secondary stage. It had improved for Arabic additional language learners.

f Students¢ independent l earning skills were
Foundation Stage (FS) in mathematics and science. Older stusen English were particularly skilled ir
independent research and critical thinking. Students increasingly made connections in their learning. T
had a highly developed understanding of Islamic values as well as of Emirati and world cultures for tk
age.

T The quality of teaching remained strong over a
was effective in the primary, secondary and post6 phases. It remained variable in the FS, althoug
teachers were developing a more focused appach to assessing early years learning. The school was l¢
effective in evaluating Islamic education and Arabic.

9 The curriculum was well balanced overall. It was variable in the primary phase and was relatively we
in Islamic education and in Arabic. had improved at the FS by providing children with more appropriat
early yearc¢s activities. It weasdagesery strong i

9 The quality of protection and support for students was exceptionally high across all the phases. Sup
was appropriately designed for students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

1 Leadership had improved and developed across the school. The increased resources and r
appointments made by he board of governors andeaders were enhancing h e  sscahilibydol fatus
on its vision and values. The school was more directly addressing scheelf-evaluation, challenge and
support andidentifying targets for further school improvement. Links with parents were excellent.

What did the stiool do well?

1 The quality of the curriculum at posiL6, curriculum design at the secondary stage and improvements
FS in teaching, curriculum quality and design.

The improved quality of FS children's learning skills and their progress in early matlagics and science.

The outstanding quality of students' personal and social development in the secondary and giphases
of the school, and the protection and support for students across the school.

1 The very positive impact of the principal and enhanceléadership shown by the recently restructurec
leadership team at senior and middle school levels.

Al Diyafah High Schoal Inspection Report 2015016 4
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What does the school need to do next?

I Improvebotht eachi ng and st udArabit andlslaanc bducatiombyte nt i n

o adjusting the balanceof allocated time for Arabic for first language learners at Years 10 and 11 to me
Ministry of Education (MoE) requirements

0 developing assessment criteria to matclkurriculum expectationsand to ensure consistency across thes
subjects.

1 Ensure systemsiad processes foschoolself-evaluation are robust and rigorous in order to:
0 meet the targets for improvement identified within the school's strategic plan
0 ensure high quality teaching especially in the FS and lower primary phase

0 assessaccuratelyst udent s¢ ac a dmeetithe needs of allgrmugps mote @ffectively.

How well did the school provide for students with special educational needs and disabilities?

1 The monitoring of progress in mainstream lessonsasg inconsistent. Students made good progress whe
taught by specialists because planned activities were accurately matched to the levels students w
working towards. This did not always happen when students worked in their classrooms. As a res
progress was not always good.

1 The school worked closely with the parents of students with SEND. Teachers and counsellors cont
parents regularly and were welcomed at the school. Interviews with parents indicated that the
appreciated this contactand feltveued as partners in their chil

f A senior member of staff was responsible and accountable for the provision of services for students v
SEND. Welllesigned policies and procedures were in place for assessment upon entry. Leaders at\glée
were becoming more active in improving provisions for students with SEND in the classroom.

1 The school used appropriate assessments to identify the needs of students with SEND. Staff unders
the main learning needs of most students and most teachetsderstood the KHDA categories. Howeve
not all childrens needs were consistently ma

 There were appropriate modifications listed in most of the individual education plans (IEPs). While n
teachers were aware of the modification strategies there was little evidence of their use in their planne
activities and | esson plans. Studentsc¢ indej
modifications were effectively applied.

Al Diyafah High Schoal Inspection Report 2015016 5
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National Agenda Parameter

' ~ ‘ In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, MReesident and Prime

Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched the UAE National Agenda 2021,
education being a prime focus. The National Agenda includes two major objectiy
developed with the intent of placing the UAE among the most successful countries tf
provide world-class education. By 2021, it is expected that the UAE will feature in the t

By twenty countries in the CProgr amnsd) tdstand
f}f‘inthetop fifteen countries in the C7
test.
I n response to this, each participating school

international assessments and in additigrthey were provided with clear targets for improving their performance
This academic year, KHDA introduced the National Agenda Parameter, which is a method for measuring
monitoring school s¢ progress towar d sargasctiiough the nsg of
external benchmarking assessments.

Main points

1 The school did not meet the registration requirements of the national agenda paramet&€he attainment
data was not sufficient to make a full judgement on the progress towards ne¢éing National Agenda
targets

1 Senior leaders and governors were committed to the National Agenda. They had worked proactively
developing key leadership structures, alongside continuous professional development for impro
teaching and assessment stratges, to meet school targets in TIMSS and PISA. Parents and students
a peripheral knowledge of these targets. Displays of school targets were visible in parts of the school ¢
themed subject weeks were introduced to open up enquiry and innovation. Tieewas scope to embed
awareness of the National Agenda through the school's website.

f Regular curriculum review and devel opment res
National Agenda. In English, mathematics and science, teachetgyported by their subject leaders, hac
identified areas for improvement in content and cognitive skills. For example, there was increas
emphasis on reading, comprehension and writing in Englidiiental mathematics was embedded in each
lesson In science forming hypotheses, conductingnvestigations,and reporting resultswere developing
well.

1 Ciritical thinking was developing over time but was uneven across the schollwas not embedded in
lessons through effective questioningSudents did not hawe adequate opportunities to develop their
natural enquiry skills. Teachers had scope to encourage students further to identify areas where asp
of their learning were relevant to their life experience.

71 In English, teachers regularly supported discussjaeflection and communicationlnvestigation, testing
and analysis were common features in sciee. In mathematics trese skillswere less developed as the
focus tended to be mainly on skills being applied to set questioran differentiated worksheets. Tl use
of IT as a research tool was better in secondary than in primalany students were skilled in researching
using the internet whether at home or in school.

Al Diyafah High Schoal Inspection Report 2015016 6
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Innovation in education

The UAE Vision 202%ets out the National Agenda for the UR to be among the most

innovative nations in the world. The National Innovation Strategy sets the context for @(‘g B
Cinnovationé¢ and Cinnovative | eadershi pcfm j_LpAo
schools in order to deliver a worleclass educatia for all children in the UAE.

Innovation is driven by a commitment to excellence and continuous improvement. Itis based = %?
on curiosity, the willingness to take risks, to experiment and to test assumptions as well as 31 *1)
guestioning and challenging the statusup. Being innovative is about looking beyond what

we currently do well, identifying the great ideas of tomorrow and putting them into practice.

Promoting a culture of innovation:

1 The school leaders and new principal had a clear understanding of the imparce of innovation but had not
yet articulated a strategic response to the national innovation agenda. School leaders had provided a vatr
of resources and routines to support student innovation opportunities. The learning environment &
infrastructure encouraged staff and student creativity was facilitated by the new music, art and outdo
learning areas. The curriculum and a variety of extaurricular progranmes provided many opportunities for
students to explore innovation, although weekong projeds limited innovation skills development to single
events.

Al Diyafah High Schoal Inspection Report 2015016 7
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Overallschool performance

Good
1.Students& achievement
Foundation .
Stage Primary Secondary Post16
Islamic education
Attainment Not applicable Good Acceptdle Acceptable
‘m Progress Not applicable Good Acceptable‘r Acceptable
Arabic as a first
language Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable Not applicable
= Progress Not applicable Acaceptable Acceptable" Not applicable
Arabic as an
additional language | Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable Not applicable
— Progress Not applicable Weak Acceptable"l Not applicable
English
Attainment Acceptable Good Good Good
&b
Progress Good Good Good Very good"
Mathematics
Attainment Acceptable Good Good Good
Jx 8A8
+x
X Progress Good“L Good Good Good
Science
.- Attainment Acceptable Good Good Good
.- Progress Acceptable"l Good Good Good
Foundation .
Stage Primary Secondary Post16
Learning skills Good"' Good Good Good
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2. Students& personal and social develo

Foundation .
Stage Primary Secondary Post16
Personal developme Good Good Outstanding Outstanding
[ dll0 (J O cl cl E
and awaeness 0 ati and Good Good Outstanding Outstanding
Ol10 <
oLl TESPONSIUTILY alid TNovate Good Good Outstanding Outstanding

3. Teaching and assessment

Foundation .
Stage Primary Secondary Post16
e3 g for effective lea 0 Good"l Good Good Good
ASSE € Acceptable Good Good Good

4. Curriculum

Foundation .
Stage Primary Secondary Post16
0[S (] all 0
hleme o Good'f Good Good Outstanding
adaptatia Good'f Very good" Outstanding Outstanding

Foundation
Stage

Primary

Seconday

Post16

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

Outstanding

6. Leadership and management

All phases

The effectiveness of leadership

School selfevaluation and improvement planning

Parents and the community

Governance

Management, staffing, facilitiesand resources

Good
Acceptable
Outstanding

Good1l
Good“k
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A

Main inspection report

The Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau (DSIB) is responsible for inspecting and reporting on the standards
reached by students and the quality of educatio

Judgements are made on a skpoint scale

m Acceptable» Very good Outstanding

Using this scale, theVain inspection reportontains the judgements about the different aspects,
phases and subjects that form the work of the school.

It provides the reasons for the answers to the questions the Summary for parents and the
community.

1 How well did the school perform overall?
1 What did the school do well?

1 What does the school need to do next?

Al Diyafah High School Inspection Report 2018016 10
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1. Student sé achievement

Foundation Stage

Attainment Progress

Islamic education Not applicable Not applicable
Arabic as a first language Not applicable Not applicable
Arabic as an additional language Not applicable Not applicable
English Acceptable Good

Mathematics Acceptable Good"l

Science Acceptable Acceptable"‘

T Attainment in English was in |line with expecta

attainment on entry. Most children listened attentively and answered questionsisually with single words or
short phrases on entering the FS. They joined in with songs and rhymes and enjoyed looking at picture
storybooks to help them understand. As they moved through the phase, they extended their vocabulary &
used it increasingly accately to describe what they had learnt. They recognised letters and identified th
initial sounds of familiar words. By the end of the phase, a majority could continue a rhyming pattefithey
read simple words and used an increased number. The majority wadegibly and accurately simple three
letter words. A few could write short sentences using appropriate punctuation and spelling.

9 Most children arrived in school with little or no knowledge of numberiThrough goodprogress they learned
to count securelyto at least twenty and counted groups of objects using ort-one correspondence. The
recognised and wrote numbers, although not always correctly orientated. They developed the abstr
concept of number by using manipulatives and pictorial representatidaa quantify amounts. By the end of
the FShad reached attainment levels in line with expectationDifferent groups couldncreasingly understood
and use mathematical languageMany could add and dew could subtract 2 singledigit numbers. They were
able to identify two-dimensionalshapes, compare objects of different sizes and understand capacity by fill
and emptying containers with sand or water.

1 Attainment and progress was broadly in line with expectationdn FS1, children enjoyed naming and
desaibing assorted animals. They enjoyed using magnifiers to look closely at plants and models of anim
They planted their own seeds and watered them to help them grow. A few knew that plants also needé
sunshine and soil to grow and could name parts of gits. ByFS2, children had a basic understanding ¢
floating and sinking. They could name some mitieasts and knew that they lived in different habitats anc
moved in different ways. Xills in scientific method, such as the ability to predict and hypothisg and draw
conclusions, were not as well developed?rogress by different groups was similar.

Al Diyafah High Schoel Inspection Report 2018016 11
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Attainment Progress
Islamic education Good Good
Arabic as a first language Acceptable Acceptable
Arabicas an additional language Acceptable Weak
English Good Good
Mathematics Good Good
Science Good Good

1 In Islamic education, the majority of students demonstrated a sound knowledge of Islamigncepts,
principles and values of Islam and Seerah that were above national curriculum standards. Their prog
was also good in lessons and over time. The majority of students were developing a good understanc
of the meaning of Khushoo and increasinglppreciated the hardships that thé&rophet (PBUH) had during
his stay in Makkah. The progress of different groups of students was similarly good across the phase.

T I'n Arabic as a first | anguage, st udent sdatioastands
with national curriculum standards. Most students were able to understand extended texts or speech. T
|l i stening and speaking skills were in line wi]|

were short, using simple satences in colloquial language. Students were not confident or skilled whe
engaged in lengthy conversations. Most students were able to read short paragraphs. Their writing \
the least developed skill across this phase. They wrote relatively short pisand used a limited range of
vocabulary, including some colloquial terms. Sentence structures often had spelling and grammati
mistakes.

7 In Arabic as an additional language the use of externally benchmarked tests were not available
moderate the sch@| ¢ s attainment and progress against
showed appropriate listening skills but limited speaking skills. The majority used English to communic
with each other. Students were able to read familiar texts withdufully understanding their meaning. This
restricted their writing skills to copying words or short familiar sentences. The majority of students did 1
make broadly expected progress in line with age expectations. Progress for different groups was simil

1 In English, the majority of students attained levels above expected curriculum and national standards.
benchmarking indicated students performed in line with other students in DuballlIMMS data calculate
student s¢ per f or man ceatsialsweapbnaw eould blead aadweite singote wakds
using letter patterns. The majority were developing fluent reading skills. Most students recognised &
used appropriate parts of speech, including alliteration, to make nonsense poems. By Year 6y there
able to plan and write factual accounts using relevant vocabulary. They were less skilled in presen
their findings to an audience. Students progressed particularly well in their understanding of gramm
Students with SEND made good progressessll from their starting points.

§ Students¢ good attainment and progress in mat
could successfully use and link their knowledge to other subjects. Most upper primary students shoy
above ageapproprigde knowledge and understanding of key mathematical skills, particularly in ment:
calculation. Links to real life were developing well. This was more common in the better lessons.
example, students could translate digital time to analogue time and werable to calculate travel time
between various time zones on an air flight. Progress for different groups of students was better wh
there was sufficient challenge for all ranges of perceived abilities.

Al Diyafah High Schoel Inspection Report 2018016 12
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T A majority of st ud graskin &cierce Wwaa aboveneumiduluna exgkctapianowith th
performance of students in lower primary grades, meeting curriculum standards. IBT test data shov
that students performed in line with other schools in DubaiConversely, TIMMS data indicatedgher
performance compared to other International cohorts. The majority of students made good progre
demonstrating good knowledge, skills and understanding of scientific concepts. Most groups of stude
including those with SEND, made better than egpted progress

Secondary

Attainment Progress
Islamic education Acceptable Acceptablel'
Arabic as a first language Acceptable Acceptable"’
Arabic as an additional language Acceptable Acceptable'f

Good Good
Mathematics Good Good
Science Good Good

71 In Islamiceducation, most studentsreached expected levels of understanding of Islamic principles an|
valuesand therefore attainment and progress was itine with national curriculum standardsFor example,
Figh (Islamic Laws) and lives of the prophetsere known and understoodn line with general curriculum
expectatiors. The progres®f the different groups of studentswas also in line with what was expected.
Students knew the conditions and thesteps of Hajj,related travel behaviours and mannersn Islamand
they understood the moral lessons of the life of Prophet Nooh.

T I'n Arabic as a first | angua g enationaltcwrdukim éxgedations ands
standards. Most students listened with understanding to extended speech and used simple senten
with most students pronouncing words and phrases correctly to give information or descriptions. M
could read accurately from exteneld texts but a majority of students lacked the ability to understand fully
the meaning of the texts. Progress was age appropriaend acceptable in lessongarticularly in writing
skills where a large majority of students showed improvements over time. € demonstrated some
independence in constructing their own writing but a minority made frequent spelling and grammatic
errors.Progress was similar for different groups.

T In Arabic as an additional languageas in primary phase, the use of externally bemenarked tests were
not available to moderate the school s attair
However,attainment and progress wereggenerallyacceptable. Students had well developed listening skil
and were able to hold shoriconversations. Most students had limited comprehension skills but they we
able to read unfamiliar texts accuratelyTheywere progressingmore slowly in their writing than they
should, mainlybecause they did not use punctuation and grammar appropriageProgress was acceptablt
overall for the different groups of students.

1 In English, the majority of students attained levels above curriculum, natioraid international
standards.Students were confident speakers and readily engaged in purposeful diséoss using
persuasive argumentsMost were skilled in their understanding of grammar and punctuation and applie
their knowledge in writing for different purposes such as news articles and letters. They composed f
extended pieces of imaginative writing.Their good progress was demonstrated in their development ¢
written techniques, for exampleusing hyperbole in every day contexts. Assessment data showed that tl
trends of good progress and attainment had been maintained over the last three yedi® the different
groups of students

Al Diyafah High School Inspection Report 2018016 13
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1 Attainmentin mathematics was good overall, withhigh end of phase outcomes. Progresa lessons and
over time was good and students showed welldeveloped knowledge, understanding and skills linke
predominantly to set questons. The majority of students displayed good skills in measurements, algek
and trigonometry. Applicationdo real life were developing well. In the better lessons, students couls
relate their learning to situations such as the importance of ratios of i3d to cement in mixing concrete
and the use of simple algebraic expressions to convert temperature from Fahrenheit to Celsius. Prog
for groups of students was above expected levels.

T In science, student s¢ attai nme n tappraprae lgvalscagrase the
phase. ACER international benchmark tests, IBT and TIMSS assessments confirmed the positive prt
in students¢ knowledge and under dorexandpiensgdemsould
apply scientific methods to laboratory investigations. Students formed challenging hypotheses an
devised ways to test them. Progress of groups of students such as students with SEND, was
good. Progressover the past three years hadmaintained attainment at or above natonal and
international standards

Islamic education
Arabic as a first language

Arabic as an additional language

Attainment

Progress

Acceptable
Not applicable
Not applicable

Acceptable
Not applicable
Not applicable

English Good Very good"‘
Mathematics Good Good
Science Good Good

1 In Islamic education, most students had an acceptabtgasp of the subject and anunderstanding of
important Islamic pinciples such as patience and perseverance. A majority of students skilfully discus
the effect of drugs on the human body and a minority could explain the rationale behind the prescrib
Il sl amic | aw. Student s¢ pr ogr &awsswasanan ageapprapniaie ratg.
Progress in lessons and over time haohaintained attainment at national curriculum standardfor the
different groups of students

1 In English, the majority of postl6 students attained levels above curriculum, natioh@and international
standards. Trends in studest¢ p r wegeralscabove those expectednationally and internationdly.
Thesehad been maintained over the last three years. A large majority of students were skilled in critic
thinking, whichtheyusedt o good effect in their analyses o
techniques and devices of persuasion, and inferred meaning. They made very good progress in develo
a range of skills, including the use of technologies, to present theirork to others. Students had a wide
knowledge of language structure and applied this effectively in projects and course work.

1 Attainment and progress in mathematics were generally above international standards. The majority
students showed good understnding of calculus and its relevance in a wide range of practical activitis
including business, economics, science and engineering. An analysis of students' work showed above
related progress. Some students were better than others in their ability tinderstand technical conceptt
and in successfully appling these to a range of increasingly difficult questionProgress in lessons ant
over time had maintained attainment at good levels for the different groups of students

Al Diyafah High Schoel Inspection Report 2018016 14
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1 In science, the majority otudents achieved above ageelated expectations in both their attainment and
progress, when measured against national and international standards. Students were able to apply ti
knowledge and understanding when using investigative and research skillStudents consistently used
appropriate scientific methods during experiments. They could investigate and predict results and c
out fair tests. Theyprogressed well in their lessons, includinthose students with SEND. Attainment ove
the past three years had been consistently above national and international standards in most scier
subjects.

Foundation Bri S p Post16
Stage rimary econdary
Learning skills Good"' Good Good Good

1 Students were skilled independent learars. In the early stages of primary this was less well develope
In senior classes, students improved their own work through assessing their progress against exte
examination levels. They were able to accept and give critical evaluations. In Islagtcication and Arabic|
students were positive towards their language skills but relied heavily on teacher support.

1 Across stages, students showed respect and responded very well to teachers and other adults. Stud
collaborated effectively in most classeand to a common purpose. In the secondary and pe$6 phases,
they communicated effectively with one another and to an audience. They worked hard together a
persevered with tasks in class and in preparing interesting homework projects.

1 Students made appopriate connections in their learning to the world around them and adapted well to
wide range of learning contexts. For example, they linked geography, politics and language to curr
affairs reports and presentations and applied mathematical and sc@nskills in topics. In Islamic anc
Arabic, they made few of these connections in their learning.

7 In most lessons, students solved problems and researched information from a variety of resourt
Younger primary student sc¢ rnthnddwelpped kh secandary &nd poksts,
students researched and corroborated facts well in most subjects often using technologies in class an
homework. They demonstrated skills, for example in producing an enterprising school magazine as |
of extra-curricular activities.

2. Students¢ personal and social devel oj
Foundation = = d Post16
Stage rimary econdary

Personal development Good Good Outstanding Outstanding

1 Students wee independent and confident, especially in the secondary and peB6 phases. They
responded well to their teachers¢ and peersc
their own learning.

f Students¢ behaviour wa sanckdurmgdasseimet Thrauglout thel schodl, ¢he
demonstrated selfdiscipline and care for others. At the secondary and pest6 phases,
behaviour was particularly positive and mature. A number had volunteered to help younger students
their learning or to assist teaching assistants.

Al Diyafah High School Inspection Report 2018016 15
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1 They demonstrated respectful relationships with their teachers. They interacted positively in class |
were eager to respond to their teachersc¢ ques
They willingly offered help to their peers during different learning activities and confidently offeret
personal opinions, reported on group discussions or when presenting ideas to their class.

1 Students were aware of the need to adopt healthy life styles. €y made healthy food choices and couls
describe the benefits of eating well and exercise. They actively participated in sporting events &
activities during and after the school day. Many were members of successful sports teams.

1 Almost all students arrivel at school and to class on time. Student attendance averaged gér cent

Foundation Bri = d Post16
Stage rimary econdary
Understanding of Islamic values an
awareness of Emirati and world Good Good Outstanding Outstandng

cultures

71 Students in secondary and post6 had an excellent knowledge of Islamic values. They demonstrated
good understanding of Islamic society. They showed respect for the Muslim faith through their behavi
and dress, and in their abilities to fik the moral values of Islam to their own beliefs.

71 Students had a strong understanding of local traditions. This was less developed in the early prim
Students could discuss the contemporary culture of Dubai and the radical changes that had occurreg.
were knowledgeable about UAE heritage. Students in the upper phases had a highly develo
understanding of the application of new technologies and environmental issues in Dubai.

1 Students demonstrated a strong understanding of their own culture and a i+eleveloped awareness of
other cultures around the world. They enhanced their learning through annual ethnic and language wee
which allowed students and parents the opportunity to explore and learn about the range of nationalitif
within the school.

Foundation B = q Post16
Stage rimary econdary
Social responsibility and innovation ) )
Good Good Outstanding Outstanding

skills

1 Students of all ages demonstrated high levels of responsibility, and contributed actively to thehool and
to the wider community. This was particularly strong at the senior level where students were active
involved in a number of community initiatives, such as blood donations and charitable campaigns. |
included raising funds for charity inclding collecting clothes for a local labour camp.

1 Students had excellent work ethic. They demonstrated high quality leadership skills at the pd8tphase.
They responded very well to opportunities to suggest creative and practical ideas as part of theirax
curricular and project based activities. Students led many of these initiatives, encouraged by their teach

1 Students demonstrated high levels of awareness in relation to environmental sustainability. Th
participated in a number of initiatives tomprove their school environment and the wider community. Fc
examples, the@ceEnvoygand Green Ambassadotscross the school helped in the ogoing collection
of recyclables like newspaper, plastic bottles, cans, batteries and the cleamcampaigns.
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3. Teaching and assessment

Foundation o S q Post16
Stage rimary econdary
Teaching for effective learning Good"‘ Good Good Good

T Most teachers¢ good subject knowl edge whkthe F§ and
in early primary, teachers were still developing their approaches. For example, they were too teach
directed, particularly in early mathematics and science lessons. In the upper primary, secondary and-f
16 phases, teachers had better astery of subject knowledge and teaching strategies.

1 Teachers planned lessons using a recently introduced format across the school. Most ensured rele
contexts and resources, includingwej]l udged video clips, to engag
inconsistent in the implementation of these plans, particularly at the lower primary and in Islam
education and Arabic. In English, teachers made very effective use of IT to support learning, particular
post-16.

1 Highly supportive relationships reslied in students enjoying their learning. In the FS, teachers ask¢
mostly closed questions that constrained chil
were focused on collecting information or measuring comprehension. In the uppeages, self and peer
assessment encouraged deeper thinking, group discussions and challenge.

1 Most studentsC needs were met through differeée
teachers, while aware of the different needs of students, didot always match activities to suit these
needs. In secondary and post6, higher achieving students were suitably challenged to extend the
learning and achievement, especially in English and science. This was weaker in Islamic education
Arabic.

1 Modg teachers across the school encouraged students to think and reflect on their responses in class. |
supported students to evaluate their own and others' learning. At upper secondary and pt6t teachers
were skilled in developing critical thinking, aalysis and research skills, particularly in English. In scien|
problem solving was a key feature of laboratory experiences. This was less well developed
mathematics.

1 Most teachers of Arabic as a first language had secure subject knowledge but thergavimconsistencies
in teaching strategies. Learning objectives targeted the minimum level required by the MOE. Stude
wereoverr el i ant on their teacher and the | evel of

1 In Arabic as an additionaldnguage, teachers' subject knowledge was inconsistent and they have litt
awareness of how students learn aecondlanguage.ln most lessons, students were required to complet|
repetitive activities. Teachers did not meet the learning needs of all groupad individuals which did not
give students enough scope to develop thelearning.
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Foundation Bri s d Post16
Stage rimary econdary
Acceptable Good Good Good

1 The school had recently introduced an assessmdat learning approach. FS and lower primary teacher
were stildl devel oping these techniques in oro
assessment was more rigorous. Teachers regularly modified their lesson plans as a resuliseéssing
student progress. This was inconsistent in Islamic education and in Arabic.

T The school regularly compared studentsc¢ perfc
was not yet used at the FS. Students undertook IBT tests, perfargibroadly in line with other students
in Dubai schools. Older students took IGCSE, AS and A level examinations achieving very high pass

1 School leaders and teachers had improved their analysis of student attainment and vigorously analy
data from internal and external assessments. This helped monitor the progress of individual coho
including students with SEND over time. They had begun to analyse the differences in attainment of b
and girls. This development was strongest in English atgiel6.

T Most teachers were knowledgeable about studen
an early stage of using the new lessoiplanning format to help them assess the impact of their teachini
strategies. Most ensured that differentiatetessons and tasks were tailored to the learning styles of lowe
achieving students. Across the grades students were developing their skills in salid peer assessment.
This was used to very good effect in the post6 phase.

1 The level of challenge fothe highest achievers was more inconsistent in the FS and primary stages.
post-16 lessons in almost all subjects, teachers ensured suitably challenging and supportive tasks fo
ability groups. In Islamic education and both Arabic subjects, assessitrwas less well developed.

4. Curriculum

Foundation B = . S
Stage rimary econdary
Curriculum design and )
Good"‘ Good Good Outstanding

implementation

1 The curriculum was based on the English National Curriculwith Islamic education and Arabic meeting
MoE requirements. Both curriculums had clear rationales aimed at nurturing caring, confident
competent 21st century learners. FS children, were learning increasingly through play, discovery
problem solving.At the other grades, programmes of study had recently been adapted to meet the revis|
English national curriculum.

1 The school had adjusted the time allocated to Arabic. It had yet to monitor the impact on Years 10 anc
Arabic for first language learnes. Almost all subjects ensured welplanned continuity and progression. F
childrend¢s transition to primary had i mprovec
and insufficient account was taken of students' prior achievements in Arabic

1 The increased numbers continuing intpost-16 were offered considerable curriculum choices. Comput
studies had been added to the IGCSE options. Physical education and English language had been intrg
at post-16. Post16 students followed an onlineprogramme for business management. They benefite
from workshops and talks from guest speakers to guide them in their option and career choices.
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7 Overalbwellpl anned | inks between subjects deepened
FS tics, IT, social studies and planned theme weeks provided opportunities for students to demonstr
their skills across subjects. English language was enhanced particularly effectively across subjects.
student, for example, wrote an imaginative poem usg mathematical terminology. Links were les:s
apparent in Arabic.

1 Regular curriculum review improved its effectiveness. Last year's recommendations were being me
improve provision in the FS. Options and enrichment programmes had been extended signitigato
address the requirements of the National Agenda. In response to a request from parents, students c«
now study eight IGCSE subjects instead of seven.

1 The school taught and assessed UAgcial studiesas a discrete subject from Grade-2. In Gra@ 11 the
school provided economics as an elective courder students.In The early years social studies was
embeddedas a national identity theme in lesson plans. Social provision was successful as it allow
students to acquire more knowledge and betteunderstanding of UAE.

Foundation B S q Post16
Stage rimary econdary
Curriculum adaptation Good"‘ Very goodJr Outstanding Outstanding

1 Teachers were increasingly successful in modifying the curriculum to meet the needstotients. This was
particularly strong in the secondary and post6 phases to meet the needs of students with SEND al
those who were gifted and talented. Teachers were still developing these skills in the Foundation sta
in the lower primary phase and inArabic lessons.

71 Students benefited from enhanced learning opportunities. After school clubs supported scier
technology, the arts and entrepreneurship/isits and visitors broadened their outlook on the world beyon
school. Their involvement in commuty outreach fostered tolerance, respect and trust.Students
developed leadership through caring for the environment and each other. Their future decisions w
supported through a high quality careers programme.

1 The social studies programme provided ricdpportunities to learn about the UAE. Students benefited fro
lessons on local politics and governance and a community outreach programme through projects suc
CCharity Water& and CDubai Caresc¢.
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